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Catholic  official  pressures  WBZ-TV. 

Talkshow  Cancels  Editors  of  Lesbian  Nuns 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  The  local  NBC 
television  affiliate,  WBZ,  has 
cancelled  a  program  on  lesbian 
nuns  following  a  letter  of  protest 
from  an  official  of  the  arch¬ 
diocese,  Reverend  Peter  Conley. 
The  program  was  to  feature  a 
discussion  with  Rosemary  Curb 
and  Nancy  Manahan,  the  editors 
of  the  newly  released  Lesbian 
.Suns:  Breaking  Silence.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  a  similar  program  was 
cancelled  by  a  station  in  Baltimore 
owned  by  the  same  company. 

According  to  Thomas 
Goodgame,  vice  president  and 
general  manager  of  WBZ,  the  sta¬ 
tion  has  received  numerous  calls 
both  pro  and  con  since  the  invita¬ 
tion  to  the  editors  was  rescinded. 

The  cancellation  has  received 
extensive  local  media  coverage  and 
the  women  appeared  in  Boston 
when  the  local  ABC  affiliate  car¬ 
ried  their  appearance  on  the  Phil 
Donahue  Show.  The  local  “Good 
Day”  show  set  aside  time  for  the 
archdiocese  to  respond  to  the 
Donahue  show,  but  they  failed  to 
appear.  When  the  hosts  of  “Good 
Day”  offered  viewers  a  chance  to 
call  in  their  comments,  the  number 
of  calls  overloaded  the  phone 
bank,  causing  it  to  break  down. 

Reverend  Peter  Conley,  com¬ 
munications  director  of  the  ar¬ 
chdiocese,  could  not  be  reached  by 
GCN  for  comment.  However, 
Evelyn  O’Donnell,  of  the  com¬ 
munications  office,  said  that  Con¬ 
ley’s  letter  represented  his  personal 
opinion  and  was  not  an  expression 
of  the  official  position  of  the 
church.  The  church  has  taken  no 
official  position,  she  said.  O’Don¬ 
nell  did  acknowledge  that  Conley’s 
letter  was  written  on  his  official 
stationery  and  was  signed  with  his 
name  and  title. 

Goodgame  told  GCN  that  Con¬ 
ley’s  letter,  along  with  past 
criticism  the  station  has  received 
from  the  church,  played  a  role  in 


his  decision  to  cancel.  But  he  in¬ 
sisted  this  was  not  the  only  reason 
and  that  cancellation  of  programs 
in  various  planning  stages  was  not 
uncommon.  He  also  said  that  the 
scheduling  of  the  program  had 
never  been  finalized  by  his  office. 

The  program’s  topic  was  simply 
too  narrow,  Goodgame  told  GCN: 
“Any  subject  should  not  be  too 
sensitive  to  get  into  on  a  broad 
scale....  I  have  no  reluctance  to 
talk  about  homosexuality  or  les¬ 
bianism,  if-it  has  a  broad  scale.  But 
if  you’re  going  to  talk  about 
homosexual  nuns,  why  not  homo¬ 
sexual  rabbis?  You  end  up  with 
such  a  limited  subject....  We  have 
no  justification.” 

The  book,  just  released  by 
Naiad  Press,  is  an  anthology  of 
writings  by  5 1  women,  42  of  whom 
are  ex-nuns  and  nine  of  whom  are 
still  members  of  religious  com¬ 
munities.  Curb  told  GCN they  had 
contacted  between  300  and  400 
women  over  the  two  years  the 
book  was  in  preparation.  The 
editors  had  stories  from  100 
women  and  used  51  in  the  book. 
An  effort  was  made  to  include 
writings  representative  of  a  variety 
of  race  and  class>backgrounds. 

Of  the  cancellation  of  the  invita¬ 
tion  to  appear  on  WBZ,  Curb  said, 
“I  was  surprised  that  anybody  in  a 
position  of  authority  would  censor 
information.  I  thought  censorship 
and  silencing  was  a  thing  of  the 
past.”  Curb  was  particularly 
unhappy  with  Conley’s  remarks, 
saying,  “It  was  clear  from  the 
Boston  Globe  that  he  hadn’t  seen 
the  book.  He  was  reacting  to  the  ti¬ 
tle,  Lesbian  Nuns.  The  Globe 
quoted  Conley,  saying  in  part, 
“It’s  insensitive  to  Catholics  and 
gives  credence  to  a  growing  suspi¬ 
cion  that  anti-Catholicism  is  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  bias.”  And  referring  to 
the  anthology  format,  Conley  add¬ 
ed.  “Nine  of  118,027  nuns  is  not  a 
viable  statistic.  It’s  exploitative.” 


O’Donnell  refused  to  read  Con¬ 
ley’s  letter  to  GCN,  saying  it  was  a 
private  letter  from  Conley  to 
Goodgame.  She  also  said  she  did 
not  think  Conley  had  read  the 
book. 

By  focusing  on  the  number  of 
women  included  in  the  anthology 
who  are  currently  nuns,  Conley 
implies  the  matter  is  too  inconse¬ 
quential  to  seriously  consider.  A 
co-founder  of  New  Ways  Ministry, 
Sister  Jeannine  Gramick,  SSND, 
commented,  “The  archdiocese  is 
making  a  wishful  implication.  I’ve 
worked  in  this  ministry  for  15 
years,  and  lesbianism  certainly  ex¬ 
ists.  It  is  not  incidental  but  is  very 
hidden.  The  book  brings  an  aware¬ 
ness  to  the  public  that  there  are 
women  in  this  situation.  It  is  very 


brave  of  the  women.” 

Goodgame  was  asked  by  GCN  if 
the  large  number  of  phone  calls  to 
the  station  was  not  in  itself  an  in¬ 
dication  that  it  is  indeed  a  broad 
topic.  “The  response  was  evoked 
because  [the  subject]  is  limited  in 
scope,”  he  replied.  But  Curb  dis¬ 
agrees  and  says  the  Catholic  reac¬ 
tion  is  “homophobia  of  the  most 
blatant  kind.  And  it’s  gyno¬ 
phobia,”  she  added.  “Conley 
came  charging  up  to  rescue  the 
good  name  of  women  because 
there  might  be  lesbians  in  their 
midst.  I’m  not  saying  all  nuns  are 
lesbians.  But  some  nuns  are  les¬ 
bians.  Lesbians  are  everywhere. 
We  are  adding  a  category  to  that 
list.” 

Both  Curb  and  Gramick  said  it 


is  impossible  to  know  the  number 
of  lesbian  nuns  for  reasons  ranging 
from  the  taboos  surrounding  it  to 
Gramick’s  belief  that  many  nuns 
are  not  in  touch  with  their  own 
sexuality.  But  Curb  believes  that 
the  proportion  of  lesbian  to 
heterosexual  nuns  would  be  at 
least  that  of  the  general  popula¬ 
tion.  “I  think,”  she  said,  “it  is  ac¬ 
tually  higher  than  10%  because  it 
is  a  socially  acceptable  way  to 
avoid  marriage.  It’s  only  intuition, 
but  it  is  quite  possible  there  is  a 
higher  number  of  lesbians,  par¬ 
ticularly  among  those  who  entered 
before  1965.” 

At  least  part  of  the  controversy 
about  Lesbian  Nuns  arises  because 
the  topic  has  been  kept  hidden. 

Continued  on  page  6 


against  apartheid,  and  we  stand 
here  in  solidarity  against  racist  op¬ 
pression  wherever  it  rears  its  head 
in  the  world.” 

May  Louie  said  that  freedom  is 
only  a  matter  of  time,  and  that, 
“We,  the  Rainbow,  people  of  col¬ 
or  in  this  country,  know  firsthand 
how  much  struggle  and  bloodshed 
that  freedom  will  take.”  Louie 
said  Harvard  University  and  all 
other  institutions  and  businesses 
with  investments  in  South  Africa 
must  divest  in  order  to  “bring  the 
day  of  freedom  closer.”  The 
crowd  yelled  back,  “U.S. 
businesses  must  divest  so  Black 
South  Africans  can  do  the  rest.” 

Fahamisha  Brown  read  from  a 
long  list  of  South  African  women 
—  Black,  colored,  Asian,  and 
white  —  who  over  the  years  have 
been  imprisoned,  banned,  or 
placed  under  house  arrest  for  their 
opposition  to  apartheid.  After 
each  name  was  read  aloud,  the 
protesters  responded, 

Continued  on  page  3 


‘Nick’  Postpones 
Gay  Film  Fest 


By  Gordon  Gottlieb 
BOSTON  —  This  city’s  se¬ 
cond  annual  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Film  Festival,  scheduled  to 
open  May  1,  has  been  post¬ 
poned  until  September,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  booking  agent  for  the 
Nickelodeon  Cinemas,  which  is 
sponsoring  the  film  festival. 

Unsubstantiated  but  persis¬ 
tent  rumors  place  the  blame  for 
the  festival’s  postponement  at 
the  door  of  the  Nickelodeon’s 
landlord  and  neighbor,  Boston 
University  (B.U.).  The  festival 
would  have  coincided  with  the 
school’s  graduation  cere¬ 
monies,  attended  by  thousands 
of  parents  and  B.U.  alumni. 

“No  one  in  the  president’s 
office  was  even  aware  of  the 
festival,”  said  Aaron  Rhodes, 
assistant  to  B.U.  president 
John  Silber.  “This  charge 
comes  as  a  complete  surprise.” 

The  official  reason  cited  for 
the  re-scheduling  of  the  film 
festival  was  the  unavailability 
of  several  key  films,  including 
Pasolini’s  Salo:  The  120  Days 
of  Sodom  and  the  rarely  seen 
Richard’s  Things,  which  stars 


Liv  Ullman  in  an  explicitly  les¬ 
bian  role.  “If  we  don’t  have 
Richard’s  Things,  there  will  not 
be  many  lesbian  films,  so  it’s 
difficult  really  to  call  it  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  film  festival,” 
said  George  Mansour  of 
Cinema  Selections,  who  books 
all  films  for  the  Nickelodeon. 

Mansour  denied  that  B.U. 
had  put  any  pressure  on  the 
theater  to  reschedule  the  films. 
“It’s  never  been  a  case  of  [be¬ 
ing  pressured  by]  B.U.  We’ve 
shown  more  daring  films  than 
other  local  [art]  movie 
theaters... and  B.U.  has  always 
been  our  landlord.”  Nickelo¬ 
deon  owner  Joel  Tranum 
similarly  attributed  the  post¬ 
poning  to  “trouble  we  had  in 
nailing  down  the  films.” 

Despite  the  re-scheduling  of 
the  festival,  some  films  are  still 
slated  to  run  as  scheduled,  in¬ 
cluding  the  benefit  showing  of 
Before  Stonewall:  The  Making 
of  a  Gay  and  Lesbian  Commu¬ 
nity  on  Wednesday,  May  1,  for 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Committee. 


Women  Protest  Apartheid, 
Racism  Everywhere 


Women  picket  Deak-Perera. 


Remember  all  our  women  in  the  jails 
Remember  all  our  women  in  campaigns 
Remember  alt  our  women  over  many  fighting  years 
Remember  all  our  women  for  their  triumphs  and  for  their  tears 
—  South  African  Women’s  Day  Song 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

BOSTON  —  On  April  10  at 
noon,  a  crowd  of  approximately 
250  women  demonstrated  against 
apartheid  in  front  of  the  Boston 
offices  of  Deak-Perera,  a  firm 
which  sells  the  South  African  gold 
coin,  the  Kruggerand.  Lesbians 
were  well-represented  in  the  multi¬ 
racial  group  of  protesters,  which 
included  several  older  women,  a 
few  men,  members  of  the  Mass. 
Coalition  of  Battered  Women’s 
Service  Groups,  American  Friends 
Service  Committee,  the  Boston 
Rainbow  Coalition,  the  Free 
South  Africa  Movement,  and 
Somos  Hermanas,  a  multi-racial 
delegation  of  women  who  recently 
traveled  in  Nicaragua. 

Waving  signs,  clanging  pots  and 
pans,  and  chanting,  the  group 
marched  from  Downtown  Cross¬ 
ing  to  Deak-Perera.  The  firm 
closed  and  locked  its  doors  within 
minutes  of  the  crowd’s  arrival, 
stopping  business  and  apparently 
letting  customers  out  a  side  en¬ 
trance.  As  Fahamisha  Brown,  a 


Black  activist  in  the  Free  South 
Africa  Movement,  told  the  mar¬ 
chers,  “If  they  [won’t]  stop  selling 
the  Kruggerand,  they  can’t  sell 
anything.” 

Sale  of  the  Kruggerand  provides 
millions  of  U.S.  dollars  annually 
for  direct  support  of  the  South 
African  government  and  military. 
Deak-Perera  is  one  of  the  nation’s 
largest  Kruggerand  dealers. 

Also  speaking  to  the  picketers  in 
the  cold  wind  were  Juanita  Wade, 
Black  activist,  vice-chair  of  the 
Rainbow  Coalition  and  program 
coordinator  of  the  Boston 
Women’s  Fund;  May  Louie,  ac¬ 
tivist  in  the  Boston  Chinese  com¬ 
munity  and  chair  of  the  Rainbow; 
and  Tessa  Gordon,  a  white  South 
African  social  worker  who  has 
been  active  with  the  Black  Sash 
women’s  movement  in  South 
Africa. 

Juanita  Wade  told  the  picketing 
women  and  crowd  of  onlookers, 
“We  stand  here  in  front  of  Deak- 
Perera  in  solidarity  with  our  sisters 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“When  we  fight  prejudice  based  on  sexual  orien¬ 
tation,  we  are  not  only  protecting  the  victims,  we  also 
heal  the  sickness  that  breeds  irrational  hatred.” 

—  Geraldine  Ferraro,  former  vice-presidential 
candidate,  in  her  keynote  address  to  the  Municipal 
Elections  Committee  of  Los  Angeles,  on  March  16, 
1985,  according  to  the  Advocate. 


women’s  peace  maneuvers 

NEW  HAVEN,  CT  -  Six  members  of  the 
Spinsters  Opposed  to  Nuclear  Genocide  (S.O.N.G.)  af¬ 
finity  group  entered  the  New  Haven  Armed  Forces  Re¬ 
cruiting  Station  at  noon  on  February  20  and  approxi¬ 
mately  forty  other  women  demonstrated  outside  to 
protest  U.S.  aid  to  the  contras  in  Nicaragua  and  the 
Big  Pine  III  maneuvers  on  the  Honduran-Nicaraguan 
border. 

The  women’s  statement  read  in  part: 

“All  branches  of  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  will  be 
participating  in  the  Big  Pine  III  Maneuvers.  In  the  pro¬ 
cess,  these  U.S.  troops  will  be  displacing  hundreds  of 
civilians  from  their  homes  and  land,  damaging  crops 
and  foliage,  and  leaving  behind  all  kinds  of  military 
equipment,  thus  indirectly  aiding  the  Contras. 

“To  demonstrate  the  kinds  of  disruption  these 
maneuvers  have  in  the  lives  of  Central  Americans  and 
to  voice  our  protest,  we  are  today  practicing  our  own 
maneuvers  at  the  Armed  Forces  Recruiting  Offices.” 

Six  to  eight  police  officers  eventually  pushed 
and  dragged  the  six  women  into  a  room  and  later 
released  them.  No  charges  have  been  filed  at  this 
time. 


grnl  bequest 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  (GRNL)  has  received  an  $81,700  bequest,  allow¬ 
ing  it  to  pay  off  most  of  its  $67,000  debt,  according  to 
the  Washington  Blade. 

Charles  Passage,  a  professor  of  classics  from 
New  York,  also  left  GRNL  the  royalties  from  his 
several  books,  estimated  to  be  between  $2,000  and 
$3,000  a  year. 

About  $50,000  of  Passage’s  bequest  will  go  to 
covering  outstanding  debts,  while  $30,000  will  go  to 
program  development. 


illinois  bills  pass  committee 

SPRINGFIELD,  IL  —  Two  gay  rights  measures 
passed  the  Illinois  House  Human  Services  Commit¬ 
tee  on  April  10. 

The  first,  HB-8,  is  an  amendment  to  the  Illinois 
Human  Rights  Act.  It  would  forbid  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in  employment,  finan¬ 
cial  credit,  real  estate  transactions,  and  public  ac¬ 
commodations.  It  was  voted  out  of  committee  8-4 
with  two  abstentions. 

The  second,  HB-9,  amends  the  Ethnic  Intimida¬ 
tion  and  Institutional  Vandalism  section  of  the 
criminal  code  to  include  sexual  orientation.  The  code 
now  protects  those  attacked  because  of  race,  color, 
creed,  religion,  or  national  origin.  The  bill  would  re¬ 
quire  added  penalties  for  crimes  committed  with  anti¬ 
gay  motives  and  would  allow  victims  of  such  crimes 
to  sue  for  damages.  Unlike  the  California  law  on 
which  it  is  based,  there  is  no  maximum  amount  for 
which  a  victim  can  sue.  HB-9  passed  by  a  vote  of  9-3 
with  one  abstention. 

A  full  House  vote  on  the  bills  is  expected  in  May, 
followed  by  a  Senate  vote  if  the  bills  pass  Senate 
committees.  According  to  Tim  Drake  of  the  Chicago 
Area  Republican  Gay  Organization,  the  rights  bill  will 
face  difficulties  passing  the  House  and  Senate,  while 
the  anti-violence  measure  has  a  much  better  chance 
of  reaching  the  governor’s  desk. 


teacher  threatened 

CEDAR  RAPIDS,  IA  —  An  educator  here  has 
been  threatened  and  refused  work  after  advocating 
that  books  with  gay  and  lesbian  themes  be  included 
on  high  school  library  shelves,  according  to  the  Des 
Moines  Register. 

David  E.  Wilson,  an  instructor  at  Kirkwood  Com¬ 
munity  College  in  Cedar  Rapids  and  graduate  assis¬ 
tant  instructor  at  the  University  of  Iowa,  argued  last 
November  in  the  English  Journal  that  young  gay  men 
and  lesbians  look  to  books  fqr  “help,  support,  and 
guidance  that  they  find  so  difficult  to  obtain  in  per¬ 
sonal  relationships.”  Although  initial  reaction  to  the 
article  was  positive,  subsequent  reaction  was  not. 
Wilson  was  accused  of  being  a  “libertine  and  a 
sodomite,”  received  a  threat  on  his  life,  and  was  re¬ 
fused  a  job  he  had  been  offered  and  that  he  had  ac¬ 
cepted. 

Wilson  has  said  that  despite  the  “negative  feed¬ 
back,”  he  is  not  sorry  he  wrote  the  article. 


gay’s  the  word  benefit 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  benefit  for  London’s  be¬ 
leaguered  gay  bookstore,  Gay’s  the  Word,  will  be  held 
here  on  April  21  at  the  Roof  Garden  of  the  Variety  Arts 
Center,  940  S.  Figueroa  Street,  at  7:00  p.m.  Tickets  are 
$4.00  in  advance  and  $6.00  at  the  door.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  A  Different  Light  Book'store,  4014 
Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  Hollywood,  CA  90029,  (213) 
668-0629. 

Across  the  continent,  several  other  bookstores, 
including  Glad  Day  Books  in  Boston  and  Toronto,  A 
Different  Light  in  New  York,  and  Outright  Books  in 
Florida,  have  agreed  to  donate  a  percentage  of  their 
sales  on  benefit  day. 

Gay’s  the  Word  is  fighting  a  charge  that  they  im¬ 
ported  “indecent  and  obscene”  materials.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  12,  No.  16.) 


Gay’s  Tlic  Word 


r.i.  employment  bill  killed 

PROVIDENCE,  Rl  —  Two  amendments  to  Rhode 
Island’s  Fair  Employment  Practices  Act  were  killed  by 
the  House  Labor  Committee  by  a  vote  of  12-2  on  April 
3.  The  Senate  voted  to  table  both  bills  on  April  10, 
some  Senators  claiming  they  were  only  following  the 
House  committee  lead. 

Bills  #548  and  #551  were  introduced  by 
Representative  Linda  Kushner  and  Senator  Sean  Cof¬ 
fey  on  February  27.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  12,  No.  34).  Bill  #548 
would  have  forbidden  employment  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  orientation,  while  Bill  #551  would 
have  extended  the  same  prohibition  to  labor  organiza¬ 
tions,  employment  agencies,  and  other  work-related 
groups.  The  act  currently  prohibits  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  race,  color,  creed,  national  origin,  sex, 
age,  and  physical  handicap. 

Asked  about  the  apparent  loss,  Marilyn  Hines  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Alliance  for  Gay  Civil  Rights  said, 
“It’s  further  than  we  thought  we’d  get....  It  was  a  great 
victory.  Twenty  [members  of  the  fifty-member  senate] 
voted  not  to  table  the  [second  bill].” 

Hines  said  that  the  sponsors  plan  to  reintroduce 
the  bills  at  the  beginning  of  next  year’s  legislative 
session. 


Chicago  teacher  forced  to  resign 

CHICAGO  —  A  man  here  has  been  forced  to 
resign  from  his  teaching  job  after  his  name  appeared 
in  a  newspaper  account  of  a  bar  raid,  according  to 
Gaylife. 

Greg  Flynn,  formerly  assistant  professor  of 
English  at  George  Williams  College,  was  among 
those  arrested  during  a  raid  on  Flight,  a  Chicago  gay 
bar,  on  the  morning  of  February  16.  The  arresting  of¬ 
ficers  allegedly  beat  Flynn  severely  in  the  course  of 
the  raid. 

After  a  report  on  the  raid  by  the  Chicago  Sun- 
Times,  Flynn  was  given  a  choice’ by  his  employer: 
either  resign  for  “personal  reasons”  and  receive 
salary  through  the  semester’s  end,  or  be  dismissed 
without  cause  or  pay.  Flynn  is  convinced  that  he  was 
fired  because  he  is  gay,  but  that  “[my  employers] 
knew  it  would  be  unacceptable  to  say  it  was  because 
I’m  gay....  [T]hey  said  it  was  because  I  would  be  inef¬ 
fective  in  the  classroom  [after  the  publicity  that  had 
been  generated.”] 

Flynn  has  decided  not  to  fight  his  “resignation” 
because  he  had  already  contemplated  leaving  his  job 
and  because  Illinois  has  no  gay  rights  bill.  However, 
he  is  considering  filing  charges  against  the  city. 


idaho  house  defeats  anti-gay  bill 

BOISE,  ID  —  In  a  9-8  vote,  the  Education  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Idaho  House  of  Representatives  defeated  a 
bill  that  would  have  made  it  illegal  for  teachers  to  say 
or  imply  that  homosexuality  is  normal  or  acceptable, 
according  to  the  Advocate. 

The  bill,  sponsored  by  state  Rep.  Myron  Jones 
(R-Malad),  was  introduced  after  the  Idaho  Education 
Association  filed  a  “friend  of  court”  brief  against  a 
similar  Oklahoma  law  that  was  challenged  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF),  (see  GCN,  Vol.  12,  No. 
37),  and  struck  down  by  a  tie  vote  of  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  on  March  26. 

The  Idaho  law  would  have  required  that  a  violater 
be  “summarily  dismissed”  and  barred  from  further 
teaching. 


woman  fights  to  care  for  disabled  lover 

ST.  CLOUD,  MN  —  A  woman  here  is  fighting 
for  the  right  to  care  for  her  disabled  lover,  according 
to  Equal  Time. 

On  November  13,  1983,  Sharon  Kowalski  sus¬ 
tained  severe  head  injuries  and  was  left  a  quadra- 
plegic  after  an  auto  accident.  Her  lover,  Karen  Thomp¬ 
son,  and  her  parents,  Donald  and  Della  Kowalski, 
became  embroiled  in  a  legal  battle  over  who  would  be 
her  guardian.  The  Shelburne  County  District  Court 
awarded  custody  to  Kowalski’s  parents,  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  that  Thompson  be  given  equal  access  to 
visitation  and  medical  consultations,  and  that 
Kowalski  remain  in  St.  Cloud. 

In  September,  the  Kowalskis  successfully  filed 
to  have  their  daughter  moved  to  Duluth,  150  miles 
from  St.  Cloud.  They  continue  to  block  Thompson’s 
involvement  in  her  lover’s  recovery. 

In  her  battles  to  stay  by  Kowalski’s  side,  Thomp¬ 
son  has  incurred  legal  fees  of  over  $30,000.  Those 
wishing  to  help  her  in  her  continuing  fight  may  send 
donations  or  information  to  the  Karen  Thompson 
Legal  Fund,  c/o  Julie  Andrzejewski,  Route  6,  St. 
Cloud,  MN  56301. 


gatherings 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  There  will  be  a  Women’s 
Anti-Draft  Gathering  on  Sunday,  April  21  from  1-5  p.m. 
at  2111  Florida  Avenue  Northwest,  Washington,  DC. 
For  more  information  call  Karen  Beetle  at  (315) 

478-8521  or  Jeaneane  Lunn  at  (718)  789-3417. 

*  *  * 

DENVER  —  The  Second  Annual  Gay  Square 
Dance  Convention  will  be  held  in  Denver  on  May 
25-27.  Pre-registration  deadline  is  May  1.  For  further 
information,  write  Charlie’s,  7900  East  Colfax, 
Denver,  CO  80200. 

*  *  * 

PHILADELPHIA  —  There  will  be  a  feminist  sum¬ 
mer  camp  for  young  women  aged  11-16  in  Michigan 
this  August.  It  is  organized  by  the  Mountain  Meadow 
Country  Experience.  For  more  information,  send  a 
self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  Merle  Berman, 
Mountain  Meadow,  63  W.  Washington  Lane,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  PA  19144. 


aids  conferences 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Shanti  Project/San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  in  conjunction  with  the  New  York  Physicians 
for  Human  Rights  and  the  AIDS  Resource  Center,  is 
sponsoring  a  Bereavement  Workshop  April  19-21,  in 
New  York  City.  The  organizers  intend  to  “provide  a 
broad  multi-disciplinary  view  of  the  emotional 
dynamics  of  the  experience  of  loss  for  both  profes¬ 
sional  and  personal  caretakers  of  people  with  AIDS.” 
There  is  a  $40.00  fee  for  the  workshop;  scholarships 
are  available.  For  more  information,  call  David 
Lorimer  at  (212)  677-0919  or  write  him  at  329  East  13th 
Street,  NY,  NY  10003. 

*  *  * 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  symposium  on  “Homo¬ 
phobia  and  Social  Attitudes:  Their  Impact  on  AIDS  Re¬ 
search”  will  be  presented  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  on  May  29  in  Los  Angeles.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  contact  Walt  Westman  at  (415)  621-0329  or  c/o 
National  Organization  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Scientists 
and  Technical  Professionals,  260  Hartford  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114. 

*  *  * 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  National  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Health  Foundation  will  sponsor  the  7th  National 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Conference  in  conjuncticm 
with  the  4th  National  AIDS  Forum  from  June  28  to  Ju¬ 
ly  1  in  Washington,  D.C.  For  details,  write  NLGHF 
Conference  ’85,  PO  Box  65472,  Washington,  DC 
20035,  or  call  Peter  Laqueur  at  (301)  547-0305. 


dc  farecard 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  On  March  25,  the 
Whitman-Walker  Clinic  asked  public  transportation 
officials  here  to  remove  a  farecard  stating  in  part  that 
“50  percent  of  the  cases  of  AIDS  are  black  and 
Hispanic”  after  receiving  complaints  from  local 
Latino  leaders,  according  to  the  Washington  Blade. 

Caitlin  Ryan,  program  manager  of  the  Clinic’s 
AIDS  Education  Fund,  said  the  ad  was  intended  to  in¬ 
form  the  Black  and  Latino  communities  that  AIDS  is 
not  solely  a  white  male  disease.  Fifty  percent  of 
Washington’s  AIDS  cases  are  Black;  only  five  percent 
of  the  District’s  cases  are  Latino. 

Rita  Loler,  Deputy  Director  of  Latino  Affairs  for 
the  District,  said,  “Our  concerns  were  definitely  not 
anti-Gay....  [AIDS]  cuts  across  ethnic  boundaries.  We 
were  concerned  that  their  [ad]  was  misleading. ..[that] 
it  would  create  an  additional  stigma  for  a  group  that 
is  already  stigmatized.” 

Ryan  said  that  the  ad  will  be  rewritten  and  will  be 
resubmitted  at  a  later  date. 
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But  no  precedent  set 

High  Court  Backs  Students  in  A&M  Case 


By  Michael  Schwartz 

COLLEGE  STATION,  TX  —  Nine  years  after  it  first  re¬ 
quested  official  recognition,  a  gay  student  group  at  Texas 
A&M  University  has  had  its  right  to  exist  upheld  by  action  of 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

On  April  1,  the  Court  refused  to  hear  an  appeal  from 
A&M,  thereby  forcing  the  university  to  grant  official 
recognition  to  Gay  Student  Services  (GSS).  Citing  a  lack  of 
jurisdiction,  the  court  let  stand  a  lower  court’s  ruling  that 
A&M  had  violated  the  group’s  First  Amendment  rights  of 
free  speech  and  association  by  denying  it  recognition. 

GSS  first  applied  for  official  university  recognition  in 
1976.  When  A&M  denied  recognition,  the  group  filed  suit. 
A  1982  decision  by  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  Southern 
District  of  Texas  originally  ruled  against  GSS,  which  ap¬ 
pealed  the  decision.  In  1984,  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  for 
the  Fifth  Circuit  overturned  the  decision.  A&M  tried  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  which  has  now  denied  the 
appeal.  The  Court’s  action  lets  GSS  use  university  re¬ 
sources,  including  meeting  space  and  access  to  the  student 
radio  and  newspaper. 

Because  it  refused  to  hear  the  appeal,  the  Supreme 
Court’s  action  sets  no  national  precedent,  but  only  upholds 
the  Circuit  Court’s  decision  in  that  Texas  jurisdiction.  In 
this  way,  the  action  is  similar  to  the  Court’s  tied  decision  last 
week,  which  said  that  Oklahoma  public  schools  could  not 
fire  teachers  who  advocated  homosexual  rights.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  12,  No.  37.)  In  splitting  4-to-4  on  the  Oklahoma  case, 
the  Court  upheld  a  lower  court’s  ruling,  but  did  not  set  a  na¬ 
tional  precedent. 


Gay  Student  Services  is  “an  organization  of  people  bound 
together  by  their  concern  for  the  gay  men  and  women  of  the 
college  community,”  according  to  its  current  president, 
Marcos  Roberts,  an  A&M  junior  majoring  in  political 
science.  GSS  operates  a  gay  information  phone  line,  runs  a 
roommate  service  and  speakers  bureau,  and  organizes  cam¬ 
pus  forums  on  gay  and  lesbian  issues.  It  has  recently  begun 
regular  discussion  sessions  for  gay  men  and  lesbians.  It  now 
has  between  40  and  50  active  members. 

Roberts  pointed  out  that  community  support  was  essen¬ 
tial  in  helping  GSS  sustain  the  expense  of  the  nine-year  legal 
battle.  The  Texas  Human  Rights  Foundation  has  under¬ 
written  the  cost  of  the  case.  In  addition,  the  lawyers  for  GSS 
worked  without  fees,  charging  only  for  their  personal  ex¬ 
penses  in  pursuing  the  case. 

Began  as  a  Hoax 

According  to  Roberts,  GSS  began  in  1975  —  ironically,  as 
the  result  of  a  hoax.  An  ad  in  the  A&M  student  newspaper 
proposed  starting  a  gay  group  on  campus.  Three  men  and 
three  women  turned  up,  but  the  person  who  placed  the  ad 
never  appeared.  The  six  people  decided  to  start  a  group 
anyway.  Their  initial  plan  was  for  an  informal  group  to  hold 
regular  meetings  and  to  support  a  lesbian  and  gay  phone 
line. 

The  informality  ended  when  the  group  tried  to  distribute 
fliers  on  campus.  University  officials  said  that  the  group 
could  not  distribute  material  because  it  was  not  officially 
recognized,  and  furthermore,  that  if  it  applied  for  recogni¬ 
tion,  it  would  be  denied. 

GSS  filed  suit  against  A&M*  charging  that  the  university 
had  violated  the  group’s  First  Amendment  rights  to  freedom 
of  speech  and  freedom  of  assembly.  In  this  first  round  of  the 
legal  battle,  the  U.S.  District  Court  initially  dismissed  the 
case.  The  group  appealed,  and  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals 
for  the  Fifth  Circuit  ordered  the  District  Court  to  hear  the 
case.  The  university  appealed  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
which  in  1981  ruled  against  A&M  and  upheld  .the  Circuit 
Court’s  order. 

The  District  Court  first  heard  the  case  in  1982.  On  May  9, 
Judge  Ross  Sterling  ruled  that  A&M  was  within  its  rights 
because  GSS  was  a  social  group  like  a  fraternity,  and  A&M 
did  not  permit  fraternities.  A&M  had  not  made  this  argu¬ 
ment  during  the  trial  —  it  first  surfaced  in  a  post-trial  brief 
—  so  the  basis  for  Sterling’s  decision  surprised  both  A&M 
and  GSS. 

GSS  appealed  the  decision,  arguing  that  it  was  not  a  social 
group.  In  late  1984,  the  Fifth  Circuit  Court  unanimously 

Apartheid 


overturned  the  District  Court’s  ruling.  It  denied  Sterling’s 
comparison  of  the  group  to  a  fraternity  and  addressed  itself 
to  the  arguments  that  A&M  had  actually  made. 

Arguments  and  Refutations 

A&M  had  given  three  reasons  for  denying  recognition  to 
GSS,  each  refuted  by  the  Circuit  Court: 

•  First,  A&M  said  that  GSS  was  inconsistent  with  the 
university’s  basic  philosophies.  The  Court  ruled  that  this 
reason  violated  the  U.S.  Constitution,  which  guarantees  in¬ 
dividual  freedom  of  expression  despite  an  institution’s 
philosophy. 

•  Second,  A&M  argued  that  because  homosexuality  was 
illegal  in  Texas  when  the  university  first  denied  recognition, 
GSS  itself  was  illegal.  (The  law  was  repealed  in  1983.)  The 
Court  ruled  that  a  group  like  GSS  could  advocate  changing 
an  existing  law  without  breaking  the  law. 

•  Third,  A&M  claimed  that  the  responsibility  for 
educating  its  students  lay  with  faculty  and  staff,  not  with  the 
students  themselves.  The  Court  ruled  that  any  group  can 
work  to  improve  its  condition,  and  that,  since  the  university 
was  doing  nothing  to  help  gay  and  lesbian  students,  they  were 
within  their  rights  to  help  themselves. 

In  deciding  for  GSS,  the  Circuit  Court  also  cited  the 
precedent  of  non-gay  student  groups,  such  as  those  with 
radical  political  leanings,  that  had  also  been  denied  universi¬ 
ty  recognition  in  the  past.  It  ruled  that  a  gay  group  is  entitled 
to  the  same  Constitutional  protections  as  these  political 
groups. 

A&M  appealed  the  decision  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 


In  its  appeal,  it  argued  that  homosexuality  was  “morally 
repulsive”  and  that  recognizing  GSS  could  lead  to  “in¬ 
creased  overt  homosexual  activity  and  resulting  physical, 
psychological  and  disease  ramifications”  in  the  student 
body.  The  Court  refused  to  hear  the  appeal,  implying  that 
these  arguments  were  not  sufficient  reason  for  it  to  hear  the 
case. 

‘We  Will  Exercise  Every  Right  We  Have’ 

Because  the  Court  refused  to  hear  the  appeal,  the  Circuit 
Court’s  decision  for  GSS  stands.  According  to  Roberts, 
however,  A&M  has  still  not  officially  recognized  GSS.  The 
university’s  position  is  that  it  is  waiting  for  official  notifica¬ 
tion  of  the  Court’s  action,  at  which  time  it  will  consider  legal 


alternatives.  This  could  imply  further  legal  action,  but  the 
lawyers  for  GSS,  Roberts  said,  predict  that  the  group  will  be 
officially  on  campus  by  this  summer. 

Roberts  noted  the  ironic  result  of  the  university’s  nine- 
year  delay  in  recognizing  GSS:  “The  group  originally  didn’t 
want  recognition  from  the  university.  It  didn’t  want  any¬ 
thing  from  the  university.  For  instance,  if  a  student  group 
collects  dues,  it  may  be  eligible  for  university  funds.  But 
GSS  didn’t  want  anything  like  that.  It  just  wanted  to  put  up 
some  flyers.” 

“But,”  he  continued,  “now  that  we’ve  been  fighting  for 
nine  years,  we  want  everything  we  can  get,  everything  we’re 
entitled  to.  We  expect  to  be  treated  like  any  other  student 
organization.  We  will  exercise  every  right  we  have.” 

‘A  Waste  of  Public  Funds’ 

In  its  most  recent  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  A&M  did 
not  have  the  full  support  of  the  State  of  Texas,  even  though 
it  is  a  state-funded  school.  When  the  Circuit  Court  ruled 
against  A&M,  the  Texas  state  attorney  general  told  the 
university  that  an  appeal  could  not  succeed  and  would  be  “a 
waste  of  public  funds.”  The  A&M  Board  of  Regents, 
however,  pressured  the  attorney  general,  who  then  agreed  to 
continue  the  appeal,  but  only  if  it  was  privately  funded  and 
did  not  use  university  lawyers  or  staff.  A&M  hired  a  private 
lawyer  for  its  final  appeal. 

According  to  Roberts,  the  university  administration  itself 


was  not  very  concerned  about  GSS;  in  fact,  A&M  President 
Frank  E.  Vandiver  pronounced  himself  “neutral”  on  the 
issue  of  official  recognition.  The  pressure  came,  Roberts 
told  GCN,  because  the  Board  of  Regents  feared  that  recog¬ 
nizing  the  group  would  cause  conservative  alumni  to  stop 
contributing  money  to  the  university. 

Campus  Growing  Less  Hostile 

Robert  said  that  the  campus  atmosphere  had  been  hostile  to 
GSS,  but  noted  that  attitudes  had  been  changing  recently. 
Even  though  GSS  was  not  recognized,  it  worked  trhough 
other  student  groups  to  make  itself  heard.  Last  semester,  it 
organized  a  forum  on  gay  and  lesbian  issues,  sponsored  by  a 
radical  student  group  called  Students  Working  Against 
Many  Problems,  or  SWAMP  —  a  parody  of  a  fundamen¬ 
talist  Christian  group  called  OASIS.  This  spring,  a  more 
moderate  group  sponsored  a  similar  forum,  indicating,  in 
Roberts’s  words,  that  GSS  was  “getting  support  from  the 
more  respectable  groups,  too.” 

One  group  that  almost  supported  GSS  was  the  A&M  Stu¬ 
dent  Senate,  which,  in  the  fall  of  1984,  voted  on  a  resolution 
urging  the  Regents  to  recognize  GSS.  The  vote  was  a  tie, 
which  the  Senate  Speaker  broke  in  favor  of  GSS.  The  stu¬ 
dent  body  president,  however,  then  vetoecf  the  resolution. 

Ironically,  Roberts  attributes  some  of  the  growing  sup¬ 
port  to  increased  hostility  from  a  recently  recognized 
religious  group,  the  Maranatha  Christian  Fellowship,  which 
targeted  GSS  for  its  vicious  attacks.  After  the  Senate  passed 
a  resolution  supporting  GSS,  the  Christian  group  put  an  ad 
about  “The  Medical  Aspects  of  Homosexuality”  in  the  stu¬ 
dent  newspaper  —  initially  trying  to  run  it  under  GSS’s 
name.  It  also  brought  fundamentalist  preachers  on  to  cam¬ 
pus  to  rail  against  homosexuality  and  GSS.  These  efforts, 
Roberts  says,  backfired:  “When  the  student  body  heard 
these  outrageous  statements,  and  when  they  saw  this 
fanatical  persecution  in  action,  they  became  more  receptive 
to  our  arguments,  which  were  based  on  logic  and  reason.” 
‘We  Have  Not  Lost’ 

Because  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  refused  to  hear  the  case, 
the  action  does  not  set  a  national  precedent.  It  is  binding, 
however,  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Fifth  Circuit  Court. 
Roberts  commented,  “The  gay  community  in  Houston  has 
been  very  happy  about  this,  especially  since  their  recent 
defeat”  when  Houston  voters  repealed  the  city  human  rights 
ordinance. 

Moreover,  the  case  sets  a  legal  precedent  for  the  Fifth  Cir¬ 
cuit,  where  a  case  similar  to  that  of  GSS  is  currently  pend¬ 
ing.  Last  summer,  the  administration  of  Texas  Tech  Univer¬ 
sity,  in  Lubbock,  denied  recognition  to  a  gay  and  lesbian 
student  group,  citing  reasons  similar  to  those  given  by 
A&M.  Because  of  the  A&M  precedent,  however,  the  Texas 
Tech  case  will  probably  not  go  to  court,  but  will  be  decided 


in  favor  of  the  gay  group. 

In  commenting  on  the  GSS  case,  Kevin  Cathcart,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders  (GLAD),  explained  that  the  Supreme  Court’s 
statement  that  it  did  not  have  jurisdiction  was  “an  escape 
hatch  it  can  use  to  decide  it  doesn’t  want  to  hear  a  case.” 
Cathcart  told  GCN  the  Court  “has  continually  side-stepped 
gay  and  lesbian  issues  by  several  mechanisms,”  refusing  to 
hear  appeals  and  therefore  letting  stand  lower  court  rulings 
both  favorable  and  unfavorable  to  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
But,  given  the  current  make-up  of  the  Court,  he  said  he 
would  “just  as  soon  not  have  the  Supreme  Court  hear  gay 
and  lesbian  cases  at  this  point.” 

Cathcart  noted  that  cases  involving  student  groups  like 
GSS  are  more  likely  to  result  in  decisions  favorable  to  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  This  is  because  past  cases  have  established 
a  firm  precedent  for  arguments  based  on  freedom  of  speech 
and  the  right  to  association,  and  gay  and  lesbian  student 
groups  can  benefit  from  decisions  concerning  other  political 
or  religious  groups. 

Cathcart  summarized  the  significance  of  this  action  and 
of  last  week’s  split  in  the  Oklahoma  case:  “Although  we 
have  not  had  a  Supreme  Court  decision  that  sets  a  national 
precedent,  we  have  not  lost  in  either  case  —  despite  the  fact 
that  the  Court  is  not  a  friendly  place  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men.” 


Now  that  we  \e  been  fighting  for  nine  years ,  we  want 
everything  we  can  get ,  everything  we 9 re  entitled  to .  We 
will  exercize  every  right  we  have . 


When  the  student  body  saw  this  fanatical 
persecution  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  action,  they 
became  more  receptive  to  our  arguments. 


Continued from  page  1 
“AMANDLA,”  a  word  meaning 
power  in  a  South  African 
language. 

As  the  demonstration  came  to  a 
close,  Wade  noted  that  Common¬ 
wealth  School,  an  independent  in¬ 
stitution  in  Massachusetts,  has 
already  divested,  and  other  women 
added  that  the  Boston  YWCA  and 
United  South  End  Settlements,  a 
community-based  human  service 
agency  had  recently  done  likewise. 

Tessa  Gordon  described  briefly 
the  work  of  the  Black  Sash,  a 
multi-racial  women’s  movement 
that  has  been  fighting  white 
minority  rule  for  decades.  A 


community-based  movement,  the 
Black  Sash  struggles  to  offer  Black 
South  Africans  resettlement 
assistance,  legal  aid,  and  help  with 
pass  problems.  According  to  Gor¬ 
don,  Black  Sash  members  also 
continue  to  demonstrate  against 
apartheid  and  killings  of  Black 
people  in  South  Africa  in  “groups 
of  one”  even  though  it  is  illegal 
and  extremely  dangerous. 

Like  other  demonstrations  at 
the  South  African  Embassy,  at 
honorary  consulates  and  at  offices 
of  Deak-Perera  across  the  U.S., 
the  Boston  protesters  seek  to 
pressure  the  U.S.  government  to 


break  ties  with  South  Africa  and 
thereby  contribute  to  the  isolation 
of  the  South  African  government. 
In  the  recent  wave  of  anti¬ 
apartheid  demonstrations,  close  to 
2,000  Black  leaders,  other  people 
of  color,  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
students,  and  activists  of  all  kinds 
have  been  arrested  in  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  actions  across  the  U.S. 

In  Boston,  a  protest  at  the  office 
of  the  honorary  consulate  resulted 
in  his  resignation  on  December  5, 
1984.  Demonstrations  at  Deak- 
Perera  in  Boston  are  expected  to 
continue  until  the  firm  stops  sell¬ 
ing  the  Kruggerand,  at  which  time 


picketing  will  move  to  other  loca¬ 
tions. 

*  *  * 

NEW  YORK  —  In  another  re¬ 
cent  action,  over  100  lesbians  and 
gay  men  protested  apartheid  out¬ 
side  the  South  African  consulate 
on  Park  Avenue  in  Manhattan  on 
February  22.  Twenty  demon¬ 
strators  who  attempted  to  block 
the  entrance  to  the  building  were 
arrested.  The  protest  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  of 
Lesbians  and  Gays  Against  Apart¬ 
heid,  and  participating  groups  in¬ 
cluded  Men  of  All  Colors 
Together  of  New  York  (MACT), 


known  previously  as  Black  and 
White  Men  Together  of  New 
York,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pro¬ 
gressive  Action,  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church,  and  the  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Network  of 
Mobilization  for  Survival 
(MOBE). 

In  another  lesbian/gay- 
sponsored  anti-apartheid 
demonstration  on  the  same  day, 
an  equal  number  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  turned  out  at  the  South 
African  consulate  in  Los  Angeles. 
This  protest  did  not  involve  civil 
disobedience  and  no  one  was  ar¬ 
rested. 
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Community  Voices 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


working-class 
people  at  gen 

Dear  GCN : 

As  a  full-time  staffer  at  GCN  and  one  of  many 
present  and  past  staff  members  at  the  paper  from 
working-class  or  poor  background,  I  feel  the  need 
to  respond  to  D.  Sabella’s  letter  in  last  week’s 
Community  Voices.  In  that  letter  Sabella  pro¬ 
tested  what  he  or  she  considered  GOV’S  “lip  ser¬ 
vice”  to  poor  and  working  class  women  in  our 
March  16  editorial  about  International  Women’s 
Day,  when  job  listings  in  that  same  issue  offered 
$150  per  week  for  GCN  staff  positions  —  a  wage 
Sabella  claimed  no  person  of  working-class  or 
poor  background  would  be  either  willing  or  able 
to  consider. 

I  agree  with  many  of  Sabella’s  premises.  Living 
on  such  pay  without  any  family  backup  or  other 
resources  is  extremely  difficult  (though  not,  as  he 
or  she  claims,  impossible  —  I’ve  been  doing  it  for 
9  months  now,  and  I  am  not  the  only  one).  And 
having  grown  up  financially  insecure  certainly 
adds  to  the  emotional  strain  of  living  on  such  a 
low  salary.  Of  course  many  people  do  decide  they 
can’t  deal  with  the  strain  and  precariousness,  and 
I  see  this  as  one  contributing  factor  in  the 
predominance  (though  not,  please  note  again,  the 
universality)  of  middle  and  upper-middle 'class 
(and  white)  people  on  the  staff  over  the  years. 

But  my  background  also  makes  me  aware  that 
many  people  in  the  world  —  including  members 
of  my  own  family  —  have  worked  for  even  less 
money  doing  unrewarding  work  for  pig  bosses.  In 
many  ways  I  count  myself  lucky  —  despite  the 
meagerness  of  my  paycheck,  the  respect, 
autonomy  and  lack  of  profit  motive  at  GCN  (and 
its  commitment  to  combatting  classism,  even 
though  this  regrettably  sometimes  doesn’t  go 
beyond  “lip  service”)  are  privileges  many  people 
raised  working-class  never  get  to  experience. 

Still,  GCN  staffers  should  get  paid  better  — 
and  if  the  money  existed  we  certainly  wouldn’t 
turn  it  down.  But,  alas,  non-profit,  collectively- 
run  progressive  gay  and  lesbian  newspapers  tend 
to  be  precarious,  low-budget  operations.  We 
would  be  utterly  delighted  to  see  Sabella  or  any 
other  members  of  the  community  set  out  on  a 
campaign  to  raise  funds  on  our  behalf.  In  the 
meantime,  to  write  to  the  staff  and  berate  us  for 
paying  ourselves  too  little  seems  cruel  and  ironic, 
and  to  claim  that  no  poor  or  working-class  person 
would  do  what  many  of  us  are  in  fact  doing  adds 
additional  insult  to  working-class  members  of  the 
staff. 

Pam  Mitchell 
Cambridge,  MA 


any  movement 
brings  relief 

Dear  GCN, 

Just  wanted  to  give  you  an  update  on  our  trial. 
It  was  perhaps  an  “academic”  victory,  but  still... 

Voir  dire  was  the  most  extensive  part  of  the 
trial.  Basically  the  jury  was  all  white.  The  four 
blacks  who  were  in  the  jury  selection  were  struck 
down  by  the  state. 

Approximately  ten  minutes  before  the  jury  was 
sworn  in,  the  state’s  attorney  held  a  conference 
with  our  attorney,  who  then  returned  with  an  of¬ 
fer  of  a  concession,  or  as  she  stated  more  subtly 
—  compromise.  No  big  scene,  not  at  all  like  trials 
on  TV.  In  effect,  all  the  political  literature  we 
wanted  to  receive  was  granted  us.  But  for  how 
long?  (That’s  why  we  dismissed  our  complaint 
“without  prejudice”  so  that  a  subsequent  suit  on 
the  same  cause  of  action  can  be  filed  if  necessary.) 

You  know,  when  I  delve  into  the  diverse 
stratums  of  our  society,  I  can’t  help  but  wonder 
was  it  decreed  that  I  be  born  to  a  premature 
death,  a  menial,  subsistence  wage  worker.  Odd- 
job  man,  the  cleaner,  “the  caught.”  The  man 
under  hatches,  without  bail  —  that’s  me.  The  col¬ 
onial  victim. 

Anyone  who  can  pass  the  civil  service  examina¬ 
tion  can  kill  me  tomorrow.  Anyone  who  passed  it 
yesterday  can  kill  me  with  almost  complete  im¬ 
munity  today.  I’ve  lived  a  life  with  repression 
every  moment,  repression  so  formidable  that  any 
movement  on  my  part  can  only  bring  relief.  A 
small  victory  is  something. 

Always, 

Cornell  Kimmins 
Jefferson  City,  MO 


kenya  clarification 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  correct  a  statement  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  coverage  of  a  talk  I  gave  at  Brandeis 
University  on  March  5.  I  am  cited  as  saying  in  an 
indirect  quote  that  “The  Kenyan  government  has 
announced  it  intends  to  arrest  any  lesbians,  or 
even  political  feminists,  who  come  to  Kenya  to  at¬ 
tend  the  conference,”  (the  U.N.  End  of  the 
Decade  Conference  on  Women  in  July,  1985).  I 
am  positive  that  what  I  actually  stated  was  that 
there  are  rumors  of  possible  arrests  of  Lesbians, 
since  homosexuality  is  against  the  law  there  and 
that  both  the  Kenyan  government  and  the  U.S. 
government  is  working  to  discourage  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  progressive,  activist  women,  what¬ 
ever  their  sexuality. 

I  have  heard  numerous  rumors  and  factual  in¬ 
formation  about  the  conference,  but  it  is  unclear 
up  until  this  moment  what  the  possible  or  actual 
scenarios  might  be  for  Lesbians  and  feminists 
who  attend.  Harassment  and  even  arrests  are 
possibilities,  but  the  Kenyan  government  has 
made  no  specific  statements  about  any  group  of 
women  being  subject  to  arrest  and  indeed  some 
Kenyan  officials  have  denied  that  Lesbians  will-be 
subject  to  any  kind  of  differential  treatment  at 
all. 

Since  this  is  a  situation  about  which  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  obtain  accurate  information  and  about 
which  many  women  of  color  in  particular  are  con¬ 
cerned,  I  do  not  want  remarks  attributed  to  me  to 
add  to  misconceptions  about  what  Lesbians  may 
face  at  the  conference. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara  Smith 
Albany,  NY 

outcasts  of  the 
state  unite 

Dear  GCN: 

It  was  inspiring  to  read  the  opening  quote  by 
British  coal  miner,  David  Donovan,  in  the  article 
about  gays  and  the  miners’  strike  ( GCN  3/16). 
Donovan  says,  “We  know  about  blacks,  and  gays 
and  nuclear  disarmament.  And  we  will  never  be 
the  same.” 

Today  I  was  talking  about  the  miners’  strike 
with  a  North  American  who  was  living  in  London 
for  several  months  last  year.  She  told  me  she’d 
seen  many  examples  of  that  kind  of  recognition. 
Black  and  gay  support  for  the  miners  was  strong. 
My  friend  said  there  were  all-Black  organizations 
joining  the  picket  lines.  The  lasting  bond  that 
comes  as  a  result  of  seeing  that  kind  of  support 
ina  ction  seems  to  me  to  be  the  source  of  our 
power. 

In  the  GCN  interview  with  London  Lesbians 
and  Gays  Support  the  Miners  members,  I  was 
particularly  moved  by  a  comment  reported  to 
come  from  a  miner  at  a  public  meeting  organized 
by  the  gays.  The  miner  said,  “now  we  know  what- 
it’s  like  to  be  an  outcast  of  the  State  and  we  know 
how  the  State  treats  you.”  When  the  very  people 
who  produce  the  fuel  that  runs  the  country  believe 
they  are  outcasts  of  the  State,  it’s  obvious 
something  is  wrong,  if  all  of  us  outcasts  could 
recognize  our  common  situation  it  would  be  im¬ 
possible  to  keep  us  down. 

Well,  all  that  is  crystal  clear  to  a  lot  of  people. 
The  cry,  “The  people  united  will  never  be 
defeated”  has  been  heard  around  the  world  for 
years  and  years  and  years.  Yet,  how  often  do  I  see 
or  hear  or  read  about  concrete  examples  of  that 
knowledge  being  translated  into  acts  of  solidari¬ 
ty?  Very  rarely.  These  are  the  kind  of  actions  I 
need  to  hear  about  if  I  am  to  believe  change  is 
possible.  The  straight  media  isn’t  telling  me.  I 
commend  GCN  for  making  the  effort  to  include 
issues  not  strictly  defined  as  gay-related. 
Chronicling  the  struggles  of  all  outcast  groups, 
from  your  particular  perspective  as  a  gay  publica¬ 
tion,  is  a  vital  contribution,  enabling  us  to  move 
from  rainbow  rhetoric  towards  real  links  between 
groups,  and  from  there  to  real  possibilities  of 
transforming  the  social  order.  Thanks. 

Tatiana  Schreiber 
Yellow  Springs,  OH 


Supporting  AAC 

In  recognition  of  the  work  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  and  their 
efforts  to  keep  the  community  in¬ 
formed  of  important  events  regard¬ 
ing  AIDS,  GCN  is  introducing  a 
campaign  to  offset  their  advertising 
costs.  Any  donation  made  to  GCN 
and  directed  towards  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  will  be  matched  by 
the  paper  and  will  be  used  exclusive¬ 
ly  for  display  advertisments.  All 
contributions  will  be  acknowledged 
by  the  Committee. 

Please  send  donations  to: 

GCN/  AAC 

167  Tremont  Street  #5 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 

Thank  you  from  both  GCN  and 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 


m.c.a.d.  comes  out 
for  gay  rights 

Dear  GCN: 

It  was  my  honor  and  good  fortune  to  testify  on 
behalf  of  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  before  the  Com¬ 
merce  and  Labor  Committee  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  at  the  hearing  it  con¬ 
ducted  on  March  28,  1985  concerning  proposed 
legislation  which  would  make  unlawful 
discrimination  in  employment,  housing,  and 
public  accommodation  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation.  Knowing  of  your  readers’  interest  in 
enactment  of  this  legislation,  I  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  share  with  you  a  portion  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  testimony: 

“Since  1946  the  Massachusetts  Commission 
Against  Discrimination  has  been  the  principal 
state  organ  responsible  for  combatting  invidious 
discrimination.  In  fulfilling  that  role,  the  MCAD 
has  come  to  be  widely  recognized  by  Massa¬ 
chusetts  citizens  as  the  state  agency  where  victims 
of  discrimination  can  seek  redress  for  their  in¬ 
juries.  As  such,  the  MCAD  has  been  contacted 
many  times  by  persons  who  have  been  denied 
housing  or  a  job  or  who  have  been  fired  because 
they  are  gay  or  lesbian.  Regrettably,  the  MCAD 
has  had  no  choice  but  to  inform  these  citizens  that 
this  reprehensible  conduct  does  not  fall  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  MCAD. 

“In  addition  to  the  calls  we  have  received,  it  is 
the  MCAD’s  firm  belief  that  hundreds  of  other 
citizens  in  this  state  have  been  victims  of  dis¬ 
crimination  and  that  literally  thousands  of  in¬ 
dividuals  in  the  Commonwealth  live  in  constant 
fear  that  exposure  of  this  aspect  of  their  lives  will 
result  in  their  being  unable  to  lead  productive  and 
dignified  lives. 

“We  can  think  of  no  justification  for 
discrimination  which  is  based  solely  on  an  in¬ 
dividual’s  sexual  orientation....  We  urge  [the 
Committee]  to  give  a  favorable  report  to  House 
3123  and  S.748.  Enactment  of  this  legislation  is 
necessary  for  gay  and  lesbian  citizens  to  have  pro¬ 
tection  of  their  civil  rights.” 

Thank  yo,u  for  this  opportunity  to  express  to 
your  readers  this  Administration’s  strong 
commitment  to  passage  of  a  Gay  Rights  Law  for 
the  Commonwealth. 

Sincerely, 

Alex  Rodriguez 

Chairman,  Massachusetts  Commission  Against 
Discrimination 

don’t  turn  your 
backs 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  compliment  Pam  Mitchell  on 
her  fine  article  “For  Liberation,  Not  Abuse.”  I 
can  understand  her  Sweaty  Palms  in  a  meeting 
such  as  the  one  she  described. 

I  would  like  to  point  out,  from  experience,  that 
there  is  a  very  big  difference  between  liberation 
and  abuse. 

I  experienced  my  first  same  gender  sexual  ex¬ 
perience  at  the  age  of  5,  a  memory  which  has 
stuck  with  me  for  42  years,  the  experience  was 
with  someone  my  age,  but  it  created  a  need  for 
more  than  this_type  of  experience  could  offer. 

From  the  age  of  5  until  9  or  10,  no  male  regard¬ 
less  of  age  was  safe  from  my  advances,  although 
when  they  first  began  I  don’t  think  I  really  knew 
what  I  was  seeking.  Thankfully  somewhere 
around  the  age  of  10  I  had  my  first  experience 
with  an  older  man,  I  think  he  was  in  his  60s.  There 
is  no  way  I  can  describe  the  wonderful  relation¬ 
ship  that  we  had  until  I  joined  the  military. 

You  must  look  back  and  try  to  understand  what 
the  attitude  toward  homosexuals  was  36-37  years 
ago  to  understand  that  even  this  relationship  was 
shadowed  with  the  fear  of  discovery. 

Today  there  are  millions  of  youth  who  need  the 
freedom  to  be  able  to  have  a  relationship  with  an 
older  person  of  their  choosing,  and  they  should 
have  the  freedom  to  choose  if  the  relationship 
becomes  sexual  or  not. 

I  find  it  very  difficult  to  understand  how  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gays  can  turn  their  back  on  youth  who 
are  struggling  for  self  identity  as  we  did  in  our 
youth.  Of  course  we  can  blame  the  Heterosexual 
world  for  our  problems,  but  for  the  Lesbian/Gay 
youth,  who  is  there  to  reach  out  when  they  need 
help?  I  do  not  know  of  any  Lesbian/Gay  group 
who  will  seek  members  below  the  age  of  18.  By 
this  age,  the  damage  is  already  done. 

All  of  us  know  Lesbians  or  Gays  who  are 
outstanding  professional  people  who  could  in¬ 
spire  the  youth  who  are  looking  for  role  models. 
Yet  we  are  all  saying,  don’t  bother  me  now,  wait 
until  you  have  passed  the  initiation  period,  and 
then  if  you’re  not  burnt  out  on  drugs,  not  an 
alcoholic,  or  haven’t  committed  suicide,  come  see 
me. 

Reality,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  73,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653-0073,  is  doing  something  very  constructive 
in  this  area.  I  believe  it  would  benefit  the  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Communities  throughout  the  U.S.,  if 
Pam  Mitchell  could  do  an  indepth  report  on  this 
organization. 

If  such  an  organization  had  been  around  36 
years  ago,  I  would  not  have  spent  all  those  years 
in  the  closet,  and  feeling  that  I  was  perverted 
beyond  redemption. 

Name  Withheld  By  Request 
Tyler,  TX 
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Speaking  Out — - 

Black  Men  Loving  Black  Men: 

The  Revolutionary  Act  of  the  Eighties 

By  Joseph  Beam 


Black  men  loving  Black  men  is  the  revolutionary  act  of  the  Eighties. 

At  18,  David  could  have  been  a  dancer:  legs  grown  strong  from  daily  walks  from  his 
remote  neighborhood  to  downtown  in  search  of  employment  that  would  free  him  from  his 
abusive  family  situation.  David,  soft-spoken  and  articulate,  could  have  been  a  waiter  gliding 
gracefully  among  the  tables  of  a  three  star  restaurant.  David  could  have  performed 
numerous  jobs,  but  lacking  the  connections  that  come  with  age  and/or  race,  the  Army 
seemed  a  reasonable  choice.  His  grace  and  demeanor  will  not  be  important  in  Nicaragua. 

Earl  is  always  a  good  time.  His  appearance  at  parties,  whether  it’s  a  smart  cocktail  sip 
or  basement  gig,  is  mandatory.  He  wakes  with  coffee  and  speed,  enjoys  three  joint  lunches, 
and  chases  his  bedtime  Valium  with  Johnny  Walker  Red.  None  of  his  friends,  of  which  he 
has  many,  suggest  that  he  needs  help.  His  substance  abuse  is  ignored  by  all. 

Stacy  is  a  delirious  queen,  a  concoction  of  current  pop  stars,  bound  eclectically  in  thrift 
store  threads.  His  sharp  and  witty  tonuge  can  transform  the  most  boring,  listless  evenings. 
In  private,  minus  the  dangles  and  bangles,  he  appears  solemn  and  pensive,  and  speaks  of  the 
paucity  of  role  models,  mentors,  and  possibilities. 

Maurice  has  a  propensity  for  white  men,  which  is  more  than  preference  —  it’s  policy. 
He  dismisses  potential  Black  partners  as  quickly  as  he  switches  off  rap  music  and  discredits 
progressive  movements.  He  consistently  votes  Republican.  At  night  he  dreams  of  razors 
cutting  away  thin  slivers  of  his  Black  skin. 

Bubba  and  Ray  had  been  lovers  for  so  long  that  neighbors  presumed  them  to  be 
brothers  or  widowers.  For  decades  their  socializing  had  been  done  among  an  intimate  circle 
of  gay  couples,  so  when  Ray  died  Bubba  felt  he  was  too  old  to  venture  the  new  gay  scene. 
Occasionally  he  has  visitors,  an  equally  old  friend  or  a  much  younger  cousin  or  nephew.  But 
mostly  he  sits,  leather  permitting,  on  the  front  porch  where  with  a  can  of  beer  over  ice,  he 
silently  weaves  marvelous  tales  of  “the  life”  in  the  Thirties  and  Forties.  Yet  there  isn’t 
anyone  who  listens. 

Bobbi,  a  former  drag  queen,  has  plenty  of  time  to  write  poetry.  Gone  are  his  makeup 
and  high  heels  since  he  began  serving  his  two-to-five  year  sentence.  He  had  not  wanted  to 
kick  that  bouncer’s  ass;  however,  he,  not  unlike  the  more  macho  sissies  clad  in  leather  and 
denim,  rightfully  deserved  admittance  to  that  bar.  Although  he  has  had  no  visitors  and  just  a 
couple  of  letters,  he  maintains  a  sense  of  humor  typified  by  the  title  of  a  recent  set  of  poems: 
Where  can  a  decent  drag  queen  get  a  decent  drink? 

Paul  is  hospitalized  with  AIDS.  The  severity  of  his  illness  is  not  known  to  his  family  or 
friends.  They  cannot  know  that  he  is  gay;  it  is  his  secret  and  he  will  expire  with  it.  living  a  lie 
is  one  thing,  but  it  is  quite  another  to  die  within  its  confines. 

Ty  and  Reggie  have  been  lovers  since  they  met  in  the  service  seven  years  ago.  They  both 


perform  dull  and  menial  jobs  for  spiteful  employers,  but  plan  to  help  each  other  through 
college.  Ty  will  attend  first.  Their  two-room  apartment,  which  is  neither  fashionably 
appointed  nor  in  a  fashionable  neighborhood,  is  clearly  home  and  a  respite  from  the 
madness  that  awaits  outside  their  door.  They  would  never  imagine  themselves  as 
revolutionaries. 

Black  men  loving  Black  men  is  the  revolutionary  act  of  the  Eighties,  not  only  because 
Sixties  revolutionaries:  Bobby  Seale,  Huey  Newton,  and  Eldridge  Cleaver  dare  speak  our 
name;  but,  because  as  Black  men  we  were  never  meant  to  be  together  —  not  as  father  and 
son,  brother  and  brother  —  and  certainly  not  as  lovers.  At  every  turn  we  are  pitted,  one 
against  the  other,  as  permanent  adversaries. 

It  is  no  accident  that  100  applicants  apply  for  10  jobs,  or  that  loan  programs  for  higher 
education  are  being  defunded,  or  that  Black  youth  perceive  the  Armed  Forces  as  viable 
employment.  It  is  not  a  chance  occurrence  that  the  rate  of  Black  male  imprisonment  remains 
disproportionately  high  or  that  drugs  are  so  easily  accessible  in  Black  neighborhoods.  We 
are  not  meant  to  be  together.  If  one  is  fortunate  enough  to  locate  a  crumb  from  the  table 
draped  in  white  linen,  he  scurries  away  to  savor  it  —  alone. 

Black  men  loving  Black  men  is  an  autonomous  agenda  for  the  Eighties,  which  is  not 
rooted  in  any  particular  sexual,  political,  or  class  affiliation,  but  in  our  mutual  survival.  The 
ways  in  which  we  manifest  that  love  are  as  myriad  as  the  issues  we  must  address.  Unemploy¬ 
ment,  substance  abuse,  self-hatred,  and  positive  ihiages  are  but  some  of  the  barriers  to  our 
loving. 

It  is  my  pain  I  see  reflected  in  your  eyes.  Our  angers  ricochet  between  us  like  the  bullets 
we  fire  in  battles  which  are  not  our  own  nor  with  each  other. 

Black  men  loving  Black  men  is  a  call  ter  action,  an  acknowledgement  of  responsibility. 
We  take  care  of  our  own  kind  when  the  night  grows  cold  and  silent.  These  days  the  nights  are 
cold-blooded  and  the  silence  echoes  with  complicity. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Community  Voices 


gay  tax  blues 

Dear  GCN : 

We  are  writing  on  behalf  of  our  readers  (as  well 
as  millions  more  across  the  nation)  who  annually 
face  income  tax  penalties  —  because  they  are 
single.  As  lesbians  and  gay  men,  the  insult  is  dou¬ 
ble.  First,  we  are  legally  forbidden  to  marry. 
Then,  we  are  told  that  as  singles  we  must  pay 
higher  taxes!  Under  current  law  a  single  taxpayer 
pays  as  much  as  20%  more  tax  than  paid  by  a 
married  person  on  the  same  TAXABLE  income. 

Of  great  concern  is  the  plethora  of  “tax  simpli¬ 
fication”  plans  which  have  been  proposed  by 
various  members  of  the  Congress  as  well  as  by  the 
Administration.  Thus  far  virtually  all  the 
measures  which  have  been  put  forth  would 
GREATLY  INCREASE  THE  TAX  PENALTY 
FOR  BEING  SINGLE. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  H.R.  37  as  introduced  by 
Mr.  Annunzio  in  the  97th  Congress..  That  bill 
would  have  lowered  the  income  tax  rate  for 
singles  down  to  the  rate  paid  by  a  married  person. 
(Further,  in  the  case  of  two-income  heterosexual 
married  couples,  each  partner  would  have  been 
taxed  ONLY  on  his/her  own  income,  at  the 
lowest  rates,  WITHOUT  having  to  combine  both 
incomes  and  ending  up  in  an  artificially  high 
bracket.  This  would  TOTALLY  eliminate  the 
“marriage  penalty,”  which  was  partially  cor¬ 
rected  a  few  years  ago  with  a  tax  deduction  of 
about  10%  of  the  lower-paid  spouse’s  income.) 

In  order  to  achieve  tax  justice  and  equality  on 
behalf  of  the  readers  of  Gay  Community  News , 
we  urge  that  the  principles  contained  in  that  bill 


be  included  in  any  tax  legislation  —  “simplifi¬ 
cation”  or  otherwise  —  which  may  be  considered 
by  the  Congress.  COST  has  written  a  letter 
supporting  this  position  to  every  member  of  the 
Congress  and  included  a  copy  of  Mr.  Annunzio’s 
bill. 

However,  your  readers  can  help  to  bring  this 
about  much  sooner  by  writing  to  their  represen¬ 
tatives  in  Congress  as  well  as  to  Ways  and  Means 
Chairman  Dan  Rostenkowski,  urging  that  they 
co-sponsor  and  vote  for  a  bill  equivalent  to  the 
97th  Congress’  H.R.  37.  (Since  the  99th  Congress 
is  now  in  session,  it  is  very  important  to  note  in 
letters  to  our  representatives  that  the  H.R.  37  in 
question  was  introduced  in  the  97th  Congress.) 
Thank  you! 

Sincerely, 

Glen  Spencer 
Director 

Committee  of  Single  Taxpayers 
Box  337 

Bowie,  AZ  85605 


Need  Them  Books 

The  GCN  Prisoner  Project  is  .com¬ 
pletely  out  of  gay  paperbacks  and  would 
really  appreciate  it  if  you  have  any  you 
won’t  be  looking  at  again  and  could  drop 
by  the  office  or  send  in.  Thanks  very 
much! 


Friday  Evening 
Stuff  and  Nonsense 

We're  looking  for  a  Jew  good 
queers  to  help  bring  GCN  out. 
If  you'd  like  to  join  the  stuffing, 
licking  and  labelling  brigade, 
please  drop  by  the  GCN 
offices  any  Friday  evening. 
(167  Tremont  St.,  Boston. 
Ring  the  buzzer  and  someone 
will  let  you  in.) 


Can  You 
Operate 
a  Stapler? 


Well  then,  we  have 
just  the  thing  to 
keep  you  off  the  streets. 
Friday  afternoons  at  3. 

Do  come  by. 

167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor. 
On  the  Boston  Common. 


Gay  Community  News  is  !; 
now  in  its  eleventh  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub-  \ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when  ■ 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 

subscribeA 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

My  name  is _ Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $17.50  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


i  i  ..—i  1 1  .  m.  n  111  Page  6 

Mass.  Sets  Sites 
for  HTLV-3  Test 
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By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  As  GCN  goes  to 
press,  the  state  Department  of 
Public  Health  has  announced  the 
establishment  of  nine  alternative 
sites  for  HTLV-11I  antibody 
testing.  The  test  program  is 
scheduled  to  begin  April  15. 

In  his  statement  at  an  April  1 1 
press  conference,  Bailus  Walker, 
the  public  health  commissioner, 
said,  “While  voluntary  abstention 
from  blood  donation  by  high-risk 
individuals  has  been  extremely 
successful  up  to  this  point,  we  have 
been  concerned  that  some  high- 
risk  individuals  might  feel  com¬ 
pelled  to  enter  the  blood  donation 
system  simply  to  have  this  test 
done.  By  funding  these  alternative 
education  and  counseling  sites  in 
hospitals  and  health  centers 
throughout  the  state,  we  are  pro¬ 
viding  these  individuals  with  an 
opportunity  to  learn  more  about 
this  test  as  well  as  an  opportunity 
to  be  tested  while  protecting  the 
blood  supply.” 

“The  department  continues  to 
caution  that  the  HTLV-III  an¬ 
tibody  screening  test  is  not  a  test 
for  AIDS....  The  significance  of 
the  test  for  diagnostic  purposes 
continues  to  be  ambiguous.” 

The  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  one  of  the  nine  alternative 
sites  and  the  home  of  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee,  distributed  a 
flyer  at  the  conference  advising, 
“Don’t  take  the  test.” 

George  Grady  of  the  public 
health  department  said  that 


anonymity  will  be  assured  to  those 
who  take  the  test.  At  press  time, 
one  of  the  sites,  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  (MGH),  has  said 
it  will  ask  those  taking  the  test  for 
their  names.  However,  Grady  told 
GCN  that  he  is  attempting  to  work 
the  situation  out  with  MGH,  but 
failing  that,  will  drop  the  site. 
Grady  emphasized  that  none  of 
the  sites  will  be  allowed  to  ask  for 
names,  and  names  will  not  be  ob¬ 
tained  at  any  point  in  the  process. 

Persons  who  wish  to  take  the 
test  may  do  so,  free  of  charge,  by 
calling  (617)  522-4090,  collect  if 
necessary. 


Nuns 

Continued from  page  1 
Those  involved  in  publishing  the 
book,  aptly  subtitled  “Breaking 
Silence,”  were  aware  of  the  furor 
it  would  provoke.  One  of  the  con¬ 
tributors,  herself  still  in  the  con¬ 
vent,  predicted,  “All  hell  will 
break  loose.”  Barbara  Grier  of 
Naiad  was  quoted  by  Trade  News 
as  saying,  “I  always  knew  it  would 
be  successful,  but  I  didn’t  expect 
the  mainstream  interest  that  has  us 
spinning.”  Anticipating  the  con¬ 
troversy,  Grier  adds,  “[T]he  mere 
fact  of  this  book’s  existence  is  sen¬ 
sation,  the  book  itself  is  not.” 
Naiad’s  first  print  run  of  the  book 
is  100,000.  The  average  Naiad 
print  run  is  between  12,000  and 
20,000. 

One  issue  is  whether  WBZ  has 


censored  the  editors  and  another  is 
whether  the  station  has  done  a  dis¬ 
service  to  women  whose  stories 
have  traditionally  been  silenced. 
Curb  maintains  they  were  cen¬ 
sored,  but  Goodgame  told  GCN 
they  were  not.  “People  may  write 
a  book  but  a  television  station 
doesn’t  owe  them  anything.  The 
people  at  the  station  make  that 
decision.  We  made  the  right  deci¬ 
sion.”  In  addition,  Goodgame  in¬ 
sisted  his  station  did  the  editors  a 
favor  by  cancelling,  saying  the 
resultant  publicity  has  only  max¬ 
imized  interest  in  the  book.  Fur¬ 
ther  suggesting  that  the  motivation 
in  writing  it  may  have  been  less 
than  idealistic,  he  said,  “Was  the 
book  written  for  a  profit  motive? 
Was  it  written  for  sensationalism? 
I  don’t  know.” 

Although  many  in  the  official 
Catholic  leadership  assume  the 
subject  of  lesbian  nuns  to  be  in¬ 


trinsically  “negative”  and  an  “af¬ 
front,”  other  Catholics  maintain 
the  archbishop’s  reaction  to  the 
book  is  one  more  instance  of  the 
church’s  hierarchical  control  of  its 
members.  O’Donnell  called  the 
book  a  “slap  in  the  face”  to 
Catholics.  But  Gramick  told 
GCN,  “There  is  nothing  amiss  to 
be  homosexually  oriented  if  one  is 
celibate.  [The  church  hierarchy] 
should  be  supportive.”  In  addi¬ 
tion,  she  stressed  that  those 
religious  who  have  not  been 
celibate  must  also  be  heard  by  the 
church,  which  should  not  cut  off 
discussion. 

Gramick  told  GCN  that  New 
Ways,  the  ministry  she  co¬ 
founded,  has  sponsored  regular 
workshops  for  homosexual  nuns. 
They  have  been  given  at  four  dif¬ 
ferent  locations  and  each  has  at- 
traced  15  to  20  participants.  New 
Ways  is  also  sponsoring  symposia 


entitled  “Homosexual  Priesthood 
and  Religious  Life:  Concerns  and 
Challenges.”  The  symposia  will  be 
held  in  Washington,  D.C.  in 
November  and  in  San  Francisco  in 
January,  and  will  be  aimed  at  ad¬ 
ministrators  interested  in  develop¬ 
ing  policy  regarding  gay  religious. 
Further  information  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  New  Ways  at  (202) 
277-5674. 

Although  Gramick  is  a  co¬ 
founder  of  New  Ways,  she  was 
forced  to  break  her  ties  with  the 
group  because  of  objections  to  the 
ministry  from  Washington,  D.C.’s 
Archbishop  James  Hickey. 

And  would  WBZ’s  Goodgame 
reconsider  his  position  in  the 
future?  “I  was  sensitized  by  hav¬ 
ing  done  a  difficult  series  on  the 
Catholic  Church....  I  thought  this 
is  something  [discussing  lesbian 
nuns]  that  I  might  consider  in  a 
different  way  later.” 


Nancy  Manahan  and  Rosemary  Curb,  editors  of  Lesbian  Nuns.  Barbara  Hammer 


•  INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 
lHEALTiHiiiliNSI^RA^i^iii^(^^|rr^Qi 


ATI  offers 

7&  Q&h>{6y 

It  will  change  your  mind... 
and  maybe  your  life. 

739  Boylston  Street 
Boston 

617-927-8024 


SUBSCRIBE! 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  9  am-9  pm  Fri.-Sat.  9  am-6  pm 
Wed.  6-8  pm  Walk-In  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 


Specialties  Include 

*  Internal  medicine,  infectious  disease,  dermatology,  hematology,  oncology,  minor 
surgery,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  psychia¬ 
try,  infertility,  gynecology,  family  planning 

*  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Call  Service 

*  Open  to  all  regardless  of  residence 

'  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  VISA/MasterCard  accepted 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


The  World  Seems  So  Dangerous 

that  you're  afraid  to  leave  home.  You  panic  in 
crowds  and  strange  places.  The  anxiety  is  so  bad 
that  you  would  do  anything  to  avoid  it. 


Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


Bijou  Video 
Brings  You 

VARIETY 

Over  450  gay  X-rated  titles  in  stock 

VALUES 

$54»s 


William  Higgins 

PIPELINE 


THE  BEST  OF  BUCKSHOT 
BLACK  FORBIDDEN  FANTASIES 
BLACK  WORKOUT 


CONVENIENCE 

One-stop  shopping 

Tapes  from  all  major  studios  in  stock 

to  place  a  credit  card  order 

CALL  TOLL  FREE 
1-800-932-7111 


BUOU  VIDEO  SALES 


For  a  free  catalog  and  to  be  placed  on  our  mailing 
list,  send  your  name,  address,  and  a  statement  that 
you  are  over  21  to  Dept.  I  at  the  address  below. 


m  qAvwEo  exPEm 

- 1349  N.  Walls.  Chgo,  IL  60610 - 
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Women’s  Studies  Conference:  Sex  and  Culture 


By  Betsy  Duren 

Participants  at  the  “Feminist 
Perspectives  on  Sexuality”  con¬ 
ference  in  Boston  heard  a  variety  c 
speakers  from  Kathleen  Barry, 
author  of  Female  Sexual  Slavery, 
to  Cindy  Patton,  co-editor  of  the 
lesbian  sex  magazine  Bad  At¬ 
titude.  While  Patton  and  other 
speakers  extolled  sexual  pleasure 
as  a  feminist  goal,  audience 
members  urged  that  the  effect  of 
patriarchal  oppression  on 
women’s  sexuality  not  be  ignored. 

Over  four  hundred  women  at¬ 
tended  this  ninth  annual  con¬ 
ference  of  the  New  England 
Women’s  Studies  Association, 
held  at  Northeastern  University  on 
March  23.  Debra  Kaufman,  one  of 
the  conference  organizers  from 
Northeastern,  introduced  the  key¬ 
note  panel  and  expressed  her  hope 
that  those  present  would  maintain 
a  spirit  of  doubt  and  dialogue, 
since  “only  then  can  we  reclaim 
our  own,  infinitely  varied  sex¬ 
ualities.” 

The  first  keynote  speaker, 
Kathleen  Barry,  spoke  on  “Sex¬ 
uality  and  the  Politics  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Feminism.”  Barry  asserted 
that  sexual  oppression  of  women 
by  men  all  over  the  world,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  third  world  countries, 
is  a  problem  which  U.S.  feminists 
need  to  take  more  seriously. 
“Wherever  one  finds  pimp- 
controlled  prostitution,  there  are 
conditions  of  female  sexual 
slavery,”  she  declared.  To  help 
combat  such  international  abuses 
as  forced  prostitution  and  female 
genital  mutilation,  she  continued, 
we  must  improve  communication 
networks  among  women,  put  aside 
political  differences,  and  organize 
around  universal  agreements  such 


as  opposition  to  coercion. 

Rita  Arditti,  a  feminist  biologist 
at  Union  Graduate  School  and  a 
co-editor  of  Test  Tube  Women, 
spoke  on  “Women  and  the  New 
Reproductive  Technology.”  She 
emphasized  the  problems  posed 
for  women  by  the  medical 
establishment’s  control  of  this 
technology.  Artificial  insemina¬ 
tion,  she  said,  may  become  illegal 
in  this  country  without  a  license, 
depriving  many  lesbians  and  other 
women  of  this  important  option. 
In  vitro  fertilization  (“test  tube 
babies”)  is  already  available  only 
to  married  couples.  Arditti  said 
that  another  new  technique, em¬ 
bryo  flushing,  in  which  an  embryS 
is  transplanted  from  one  woman’s 
uterus  to  another,  has  important 
implications  for  abortion:  can  a 
doctor  transplant  an  aborted  em¬ 
bryo  to  a  second  woman’s  uterus 
without  the  first  woman’s  con¬ 
sent? 

Anne  Marie  Silvia  of  the  Boston 
AIDS  Action  Committee  gave  the 
last  keynote  talk,  “Feminist 
Perspectives  on  AIDS.”  She  dis¬ 
cussed  the  ways  the  AIDS  crisis  af¬ 
fects  women,  especially  lesbians: 
directly,  since  some  women  do  get 
AIDS  and  many  more  are  close  to 
male  victims;  and  indirectly,  as 
“AIDS  has  become  an  easy  target 
for... fundamentalist  groups  deter¬ 
mined  to  outlaw  homosexuality, 
abortion  and  the  ERA.” 

Of  the  28  workshops,  most  ap¬ 
peared  from  their  program 
descriptions  to  be  abstract  and  in¬ 
tellectual  in  tone.  About  eight 
centered  on  academic  or  literary 
topics,  e.g.,  “Homophobia  and 
Lesbian  Experience:  Three 
Teaching  Strategies.”  “Politically 


incorrect”  sexual  practices  were 
the  topics  of  just  two  workshops: 
“Bisexuality,  Another  Option  in 
Loving”  and  “Feminist  Perspec¬ 
tives  on  Pornography.”  Among 
the  others  were  “Mothers  and 
Daughters  and  the  Prosecution  of 
Sexual  Abuse  Cases”;  La 


Operacion,  a  movie  about 
sterilization  abuse  in  Puerto  Rico; 
“Women  and  Sexuality  in  Russian 
Literature  and  Soviet  Society” 
featuring  Soviet  feminist  Tatyana 
Mamonova;  and  “Third  World 
Women:  Sexuality  and  Power.” 

The  pornography  workshop  at¬ 
tracted  about  70  women,  roughly 
twice  the  average  attendence.  Two 
“anti-porn”  speakers  were  invited 
but  were  unable  to  come.  Ellen 
Herman,  a  feminist  activist  and 
former  member  of%  Women 
Against  Violence  Against  Women, 
asked  “whether  the  pornography 
debate  hasn’t  provided  us  with  a 
very  big  excuse”  to  avoid  discuss¬ 
ing  sex  directly,  as  well  as  to  dodge 
more  urgent  feminist  issues.  At¬ 


torney  Donna  Turley  criticized  the 
new  civil  rights  anti-porn  legisla¬ 
tion  as  an  “illusory  one-stop  sub¬ 
way  ride  to  freedom.”  None  of  the 
many  anti-porn  women  in  the  au¬ 
dience  defended  the  legislation. 
Cindy  Patton,  Bad  Attitude  co¬ 
editor,  denied  that  porn  is  neces¬ 


sarily  bad.  She  discussed  the 
feminist  movement’s  “unor¬ 
thodox  wing”  which  has  shifted 
the  terms  of  the  sex  debate  toward 
sexual  pleasure  and  reintegrated 
the  human  body  as  a  “locus  of 
subjectivity.” 

In  another  workshop,  “Sex  and 
Power:  Language,  the  Body,  and 
Sexual  Liberation,”  Bat-Ami  Bar 
On  of  SUNY/Oswego  and  Fran- 
cine  Rainone  of  Life  Gate  Acu¬ 
puncture  gave  two  very  different 
talks.  Bar  On,  a  contributor  to 
Against  Sadomasochism , 
presented  a  highly  abstract 
theoretical  paper,  asserting  that 
every  sexual  practice  and  represen¬ 
tation  belongs  to  one  of  two  do¬ 
mains,  liberation  and  oppression, 


and  that  “the  burden  of  proof 
belongs  to  the  interest  of  sexual 
liberation... to  set  boundaries  to 
the  domain  of  the  interest  of  sex¬ 
ual  oppression.”  She  objected  to 
the  “pleasure/danger”  dichotomy 
of  current  feminist  theory,  calling 
it  a  “shallow  analysis”  that 
justifies  ignoring  the  oppressive 
social  context  in  the  pursuit  of 
whatever  pleasure  happens  not  to 
be  dangerous  to  the  individual 
seeking  it.  In  contrast,  Rainone 
abandoned  abstract  political 
theory  to  talk  about  “the  body 
and  its  role  in  sexual  pleasure.” 
“Most  people  in  this  country, 
especially  those  who  write 
[feminist]  theory,  ignore  their 
bodies.  This  is  why  we  have  the 
theory  we  do,”  she  declared. 

Almost  half  the  conference  par¬ 
ticipants  crowded  into  a  workshop 
entitled  “Lesbian  Relationships, 
Maintaining  Our  Sexual  Momen¬ 
tum.”  Psychotherapist  Sarah 
Pearlman,  who  led  the  workshop, 
said  that  sex  often  becomes  less 
and  less  frequent  in  lesbian  rela¬ 
tionships.  She  suggested  that  if 
one  or  both  partners  find  this  is  a 
problem,  a  possible  solution  is  to 
introduce  deliberate  “barriers” 
during  sex  to  increase  arousal, 
such  as  a  power  imbalance. 
Although  “sadomasochism 
sounds  like  such  an  extreme,”  it  can 
include  “milder  techniques,  she 
said.  Another  “barrier”  she  pro¬ 
posed  was  butch-femme  role-play¬ 
ing.  Asked  whether  one  possible 
way  for  lesbians  to  increase  sexual 
satisfaction  within  a  relationship 
would  be  to  “trick”  outside  it, 
Pearlman  said  that  this  could  be  a 

Continued  on  page  1 0 


The  workshop  leader  said  that 
sex  often  becomes  less  frequent 
in  lesbian  relationships .  She 
suggested  that  if  the  partners 
find  this  a  problem,  one  solution 
is  to  introduce  deliberate 
“ barriers  ”  during  sex  to  increase 
arousal,  such  as  a  power 
imbalance . 
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Boston  Women's  Theatre  Festival 


An  Orgy  of  Multiorgasmic  Productions 


By  Mara  Math 

In  an  oft-quoted  piece  from  Martha  Boesing's  play 
The  Web,  a  feminist  teaching  aesthetics  suggests  that 
traditional  Aristotelian  drama  has  paralleled  the  male 
sexual  style  of  buildup  to  a  single  climax,  followed  by 
a  sense  of  loss.  Correspondingly,  she  says,  perhaps 
women's  theater  should  be. ..multiorgasmic?  Perhaps 
it  is.  The  non-linear,  aleatory  style  of  bricolage/patch- 
work/collage  certainly  predominated  at  the  recent 
Boston  Women’s  Theatre  Festival  '85  —  five  days  and 
nights  of  performances  and  panels  featuring  feminist 
playwrights,  directors  and  companies  primarily  from 
the  Northeast.  Of  the  nine  pieces  1  saw,  only  one  had 
definable  parameters  of  identity,  beginning,  and  end. 

The  Festival  got  off  to  a  slow  start  Wednesday 
night  before  gathering  momentum  later.  Margot 
Lewitin,  white  co-founder  and  artistic  director  of  the 
renowned  Women's  Interart  Center  and  Interart 
Theatre  of  New  York,  opened  with  an  interesting  but 
somewhat  unorganized  keynote  speech.  She  ad¬ 
dressed  the  problems  of  producing  women's  work,  in¬ 
cluding  biased  male  criticism,  the  narrowness  in¬ 
herent  in  being  politically  correct,  and  lack  of  money. 
The  establishment  won't  fund  women's  art  because 
it's  by  women,  while  women  feel  they  can't  afford  to 
fund  art  with  so  many  burning  political  issues  —  and 
so  many  of  us  burning  —  at  stake. 

The  first  production,  Kuumba's  in  Love,  was  a 
disappointment.  Kuumba,  a  company  of  four  Black 
women,  performed  an  assemblage  of  material  from 
many  sources.  Much  of  it  was  trite  or  sentimental,  and 
little  of  it  dealt  with  women's  or  Black  issues.  The 
pieces  that  did  touch  on  these  issues  did  just  that: 
touch,  and  pull  back.  The  terms  remained  strictly  per¬ 
sonal.  I  am  not  arguing  for  political  correctness,  only 
for  the  challenge,  the  strech,  that  would  transform  a 
revue  into  art.  Men  can  be  creeps,  welfare  is  unfair, 
being  fat  can  be  a  drag  —  but  Kuumba  never  asks  why, 
just  jokes,  "Be  cool."  Despite  the  intention  of  "en¬ 
semble,"  for  most  of  the  show,  choreography  was  of 
the  clone  variety  —  one  woman  speaking  or  singing, 
the  other  three  performing  boringly  identical  motions. 

With  the  exception  of  a  terrific  Marie  Laveau  seg¬ 
ment,  the  members  of  Kuumba  seem  at  their  best  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  subject  of  (hetero)sex:  some  real  energy 
fuels  the  comedy. 

Comparisons  may  be  odious,  but  they  are  some¬ 
times  inevitable.  One  of  my  festival  favorites  was  Nar¬ 
ratives,  another  collage-work,  presented  Saturday  by 
Narratives  Performing  Company,  a  troupe  of  three 
Black  women.  Their  work  also  describes  "the  way 
things  are,”  or  have  been,  for  a  variety  of  Black 
women,  but  with  a  sensibility  that  challenges  these 
ways.  The  power  of  Narratives  lies  in  the  beauty  and 
organic  unity  of  the  material,  and  in  a  production  of 
exceptional  quality.  The  poems  and  stories  by  Black 
lesbian  poet  Cheryl  Clarke  are  linked  by  an  elegant 
but  accessible  style,  and  by  a  thematic  concern  with 
conformity  and  identity.  Excellent  lighting  and 
choreography  contribute  to  fluid  transitions  between 
the  pieces. 

The  show  opens  with  a  piece  in  which  a  woman 
tells  an  old  Black  witch,  a  palm  reader,  "Don't  tell  me 
everything  about  the  pillages  of  the  soul, ' '  before  mov¬ 
ing  into  a  vivid  portrayal  of  the  soul-murdering  rites  of 
hair-straightening.  Linda  C.  Powell,  Gwendolen  Hard¬ 
wick,  and  Breena  Clarke,  who  also  directs,  give  deep, 
centered  performances  as  they  show  us  many  women, 
including  the  poet  whose  lesbian  lover  is  married  to  a 


man;  the  mother  who  sees  her  daughter  killed  by  a 
stepfather's  materialism;  and  Flaxie  and  Althea,  bold 
lesbian  lovers  in  the  1940s.  The  successful  use  of  three 
actors  to  portray  a  set  of  twins  who  cannot  be 
separated  is  a  mark  of  the  company's  accomplish¬ 
ment.  The  show  concludes,  "In  spite  of  the  mutila¬ 
tions,  the  vibration  is  good,  and  there  is  hope  for  the 
future, ' '  and  we  believe  it,  having  felt  the  true  strength 
of  the  diversity  we’ve  seen. 

Upwardly  Mobile  Home  by  Split  Britches  is  a 
quirky,  entertaining  look  at  upward  mobility  (of 
course),  as  well  as  theater,  work,  and  perhaps  the 
nature  of  reality.  The  plot  revolves  —  like  a  spinning 
UFO  —  around  three  white  actors  living  in  a  van  under 
the  Brooklyn  Bridge  in  1986.  They  are  providing 
physical  support  for  one  of  the  two  contest  finalists 
camping  out  on  the  Bridge;  she's  promised  them  her 
prize  of  a  mobile  home  if  she  wins.  Madeline  LeVine, 
Tammy  Whynot,  and  Mom  are  preparing  to  audition  a 
work  Mom  correctly  damns  as  racist  and  sexist,  the 
1920s  hit  Shanghai  Gesture.  The  roles  in  the  mini-play 
echo  and  intermingle  with  those  of  the  three  actors. 
There  is  no  clear  distinction  between  the  oracular 
Mom  and  her  Mother  Goddamn,  both  possessed  of  a 
bizarre  but  evident  sense  of  integrity.  "How  much 
will  you  pay  to  see  this  lesbian  mother's  legs?"  Mom 
challenges  the  audience.  "You  have  paid  to  see  me. 
You  will  not  get  your  money  back.  Your  money  does 
not  pay  for  my  work....  Would  you  like  a  bigger 
theater?  Would  you  like  more  comfortable  seats?  Are 
you  willing  to  pay  for  that?  Are  you  willing  to  pay  for  a 
more  comfortable  show?' '  This  confrontational  theater 
is  what  works  best  in  the  play.  "The  prize,"  Mother 
intones,  as  they  pack  up  the  van,  "is  the  will  to  do 
what  we  want  instead  of  waiting  for  the  prize  at  the 
end  of  the  game." 

Sue  Frumin's  one-woman  play  Housetrample  is 
based  on  her  mother's  experiences  as  a  displaced 
Czechoslovakian  during  World  War  II.  In  this  gently 
humorous  story  of  endless  dislocation  and  survival, 
Frumin  paints  a  picture  of  a  determined  innocent 
whose  mode  of  survival  is  equal  parts  joy  in  life, 
passive  resistance,  and  a  certain  superficiality.  She 
chooses  to  run  from  the  Nazism  that,  in  one  of  the 
sharpest  scenes,  is  evident  even  in  the  cooking  class¬ 
room,  while  her  friend  Lili  stays  and  joins  the 
Resistance.  Is  discretion  the  better  part  of  valor?  Lili 
dies;  Vera  survives.  "I'll  just  have  to  cut  off  the  past 
and  go  forward.  I  think  that's  what  safe  means,"  Vera 
asserts,  an  aphoristic  conclusion  clearly  contradicted 
by  the  very  structure  of  an  autobiographical  play. 
Frumin  is  superb  in  her  many  roles,  donning  a  new 
personality  easily  with  a  shawl  and  a  shift  in  accent. 

In  scenes  from  Roberta  Sklar’s  Feast  or  Famine, 
Sondra  Segal  and  Joanna  Heffernan  offer  some  biting 
commentary  on  food,  body  image,  and  the  culture  in 
which  the  act  of  eating  is  embedded.  Segal  is  brilliant 
at  shifting  rapidly  into  subtext  and  vocalizing  it. 
"Please,  would  you  get  me  a  salad?"  the  business¬ 
woman  begs  her  secretary,  "Feed  me!  Why  won't 
somebody  feed  me?" 

The  playwriting  panel,  with  Micki  Grant,  Martha 
Boesing,  Karen  Malpede,  and  Susan  Yankowitz, 
focused  more  on  the  problems  of  production  than  on 
writing.  The  panel  only  really  caught  fire  when 
playwright  Terry  Baum  challenged  the  panelists'  em¬ 
phasis  on  making  it  to  Broadway.  Some  interesting 
debate  on  selling  out  versus  professionalism  barely  got 


started  before  time  was  up.  Boesing  argued,  "  I  want  to 
sing  my  song  from  any  rooftop  that  will  have  me, ' '  and 
went  on  to  say  that  she  wanted  Terry's  show  on  Broad¬ 
way,  too. 

So  do  I.  At  its  best,  theater,  like  any  art,  changes 
lives,  and  I  want  everyone,  not  only  the  converted,  to 
see  Narratives,  and  Terry  Baum's  deeply  moving  Im¬ 
mediate  Family  (my  other  favorite,  reviewed  in  the 


Split  Britches 

companion  piece  on  this  page),  and  the  other  fine 
work  at  the  Festival.  I  want  all  of  us  to  have  access  to 
Broadway,  to  top  wages  for  our  work,  the  best  equip¬ 
ment  and  stages,  recognition  and  exposure.  And  I  also 
want  this  work  here  —"accessible  to  our  community. 
Many  thanks  to  the  women  who  worked  long  and 
hard  to  make  the  Festival  happen. 


Festival:  Variety  and  Limits 


By  Julie  Ogletree 

With  varying  success,  Terry  Baum,  Mischief 
Mime,  Deborah  Fortson  and  Spiderwoman  Theater 
turned  limited  resources  into  strengths  at  the  Boston 
Women's  Theater  Festival. 

Baiting  her  audience  with  comedy,  Terry  Baum 
takes  us  to  a  hospital  room  where  a  middle-aged  postal 
worker  struggles  to  accept  the  death  of  her  comatose 
lover.  Baum,  who  plays  opposite  only  a  tape-recorded 
respirator,  shows  the  full  range  of  grief  in  her  play,  Im¬ 
mediate  Family.  She  makes  her  audience  care  about 
Rosie,  her  qnseen  lover,  and  feel  the  sadness  of  the 
character,  Virginia,  and  shows  the  particular  pain  of 
being  in  a  lesbian  relationship  unacknowledged  by  her 
lover's  family  or  the  hospital. 

San  Francisco's  Baum  accomplishes  the  difficult 
task  of  sustaining  her  character  and  our  interest 
through  the  first  act.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  tension 
mounts  in  the  second  act  when  Virginia  grapples  with 
the  choice  to  turn  off  Rosie's  respirator,  the  play  could 
stand  without  the  final  scene.  Although  valid,  some  of 
Baum's  lines  on  lesbian  and  gay  persecution  seem 
heavy-handed.  All  in  all  a  strong  and  moving  picture 
of  cooing  with  death  and  loss. 

Ithaca,  New  York's  Mischief  Mime  finds  its 
brilliance  underlining  the  postures  and  cylces  of  rela¬ 
tionships  but  strays  into  trouble  when  it  ventures  out¬ 
side  this  terrain. 

Without  words,  Ann  Rhodes  and  Barbara  Anger 
eloquently  mold  each  other  into  the  25  poses  of  a  les¬ 
bian  courtship.  They  alternately  shape  one  another  in¬ 
to  the  stances  of  approach,  closeness,  conflict  and 
separation  between  two  women.  Rhodes  and  Anger 
embellish  their  grasp  of  relationships  through  a  series 
of  sketches,  this  time  adding  voices.  Their  best 
moments  show  the  scheduling  frustrations  between 
two  political  dykes,  the  drawbacks  of  being  in  a  too- 
tight  couple  (there's  no  room  to  blow  your  nose)  and 
the  search  for  orgasm. 

Although  their  timing  is  often  on  the  mark,  several 
pieces  would  benefit  from  tightening.  Their  Mating 
Game  sketch,  in  which  lesbians  win  points  for  process¬ 
ing  relationship  traumas,  became  forced.  The  wit  of 
their  performance  was  diluted  by  a  wistful  final  camp¬ 


fire  scene  and  by  two  overtly  political,  but  ineffective, 
segments  focusing  on  Exxon  and  President  Reagan. 
Michelle  Davis,  a  third  actress,  joined  Rhodes  and 
Anger  in  several  scenes. 

Like  the  infant  she  becomes  in  Baby  Steps, 
Deborah  Fortson,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  demands  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  audience.  Her  detailed  recreation  of  the 
blank  looks,  shock  of  discovery  and  evolving  move¬ 
ment  of  a  baby  is  incredible.  The  performance  is  the 
fruit  of  gifted  observation. 

Acting  alone  on  a  large  blanket  strewn  with  a 
child's  toys,  Fortson  becomes  four  generations  of  her 
family.  The  knowing  tone  of  a  woman  lecturing  on 
child  development  adds  humor  and  perspective  to  the 
baby's  growth. 

She  interweaves  memory  and  the  baby’s  develop¬ 
ment  as  she  deals  with  her  father's  death,  the  value  of 
life,  the  work  ethic  and  what  is  "enough."  She 
manages  smooth  shifts  in  character  and  time  without 
losing  the  audience.  The  show  would  have  been  im¬ 
proved  with  the  omission  of  scenes  showing  a  child 
and  her  father  out  west  and  vignettes  about  her  aunt 
and  uncle. 

The  engaging  presence  of  the  three  actresses  of 
New  York  City's  Spiderwoman  Theater,  performers 
and  creators  of  Sun,  Moon,  Feather,  are  not  enough  to 
compensate  tor  its  haphazard,  unfocused  form.  The 
highlight  of  this  apparently  biographical  collage  re¬ 
calling  the  girlhood  of  three  Cuna-Rappahonock  In¬ 
dians  growing  up  in  Brooklyn,  is  their  description  of 
their  father's  perennial  restoration  of  a  row  boat 
whose  only  voyage  is  from  one  side  of  the  yard  to  the 
other.  Lisa  Mayo,  Gloria  Muguel  and  Muriel  Miguel, 
the  women  who  play  "dress-up,"  have  tea  parties, 
sing  "Indian  Love  Call,"  and  recreate  the  dynamics  of 
sibling  rivalry,  scarcely  seem  to  act  in  these  scattered 
scenes  not  polished  enough  to  bring  outside  their  liv¬ 
ing  room.  The  piece  fails  to  use  its  potential  power  of 
sharing  their  unique  cultural  viewpoint.  Regardless, 
their  occasional  slapstick  and  flamboyant  style 
touched  most  of  the  Boston  audience,  who  responded 
with  frequent  laughter  and  genuine  applause. 


Narratives  Performing  Company 


Terry  Baum,  Playwright:  Fighting  Self-Censorship 


Interviewed  by  Monica  Hileman 

GCN:  I  was  interested  in  how  you  got  started  writing  for  the  theater. 

Terry  Baum:  It  wasn't  until  I  moved  back  to  California  and  started  the  Isla  Vista  Community  Theater.  We 
had  several  projects  and  one  of  them  was  a  feminist  theater  project.  I  think  that's  when  I  started  writing  for 
the  first  time.  There  was  one  scene  I  wrote  that  was  based  on  this  Jules  Feiffer  cartoon  where  the  man  is  go¬ 
ing  "Me  me  me  me...";  there  are  six  panels  of  the  man  going  "Me  me  me  me...."  Then  there  was  this  silence 
and  the  woman  says  in  this  very  tentative  way,  "I,"  and  the  man  yawns,  incredibly  bored.  So  I  wrote  a  scene 
that  started  out  like  that,  about  the  man's  self-centeredness  and  the  woman  trying  to  break  through  to  him. 
That  was  probably  the  first  real  playwriting  I  did  all  on  mv  own,  and  it  was  a  real  successful  scene. 

After  a  while  I  got  sick  of  community  theater,  and  with  some  friends  from  Antioch  I  helped  start  a 
theater  in  Santa  Cruz.  While  I  was  in  Santa  Cruz,  I  went  to  an  Amazon  Music  Festival  in  the  Redwoods,  it  was 
a  really  incredible  experience;  I  dropped  acid  and  I  had  this  vision  of  a  woman's  theater.  The  energy  of  us  be¬ 
ing  in  the  woods  together  running  around  naked... 

GCN:  Sounds  idyllic. 

Terry  Baum:  It  was  very  idyllic.  It  was  this  kind  of  social  club  that  was  usually  inhabited  by  bikers  which 
they  had  rented  for  the  weekend.lt  was  this  whole  area  of  redwoods  with  a  swimming  pool  and  a  rec  hall.... 
At  one  point  the  bikers  broke  into  the  camp  and  there  was  this  big  scene.  I  was  filled  with  very  murderous 
rage.  I  thought  we  should  just  all  kill  them  since  there  were  so  many  of  us  and  so  few  of  them.  But  fortunately, 
or  unfortunately,  the  organizers  of  the  festival  were  not  on  acid,  and  they  talked  them  into  leaving. 

But  I  had  this  vision  of  that  kind  of  archetypal  scene,  like  something  out  of  Euripides,  only  women's 
murderous  rage  in  his  plays  is  very  sexist  —  it's  just  seen  as  insanity.  I  started  a  woman's  theater  to  write  that 
play,  but  I  still  haven't  written  it  because  it's  real  hard  to  deal  with.  People  don't  want  to  hear  about  it  at  all, 
even  feminists,  even  lesbian  separatists. 

GCN:  Was  it  soon  after  that  you  started  Lilith  [a  women's  theater  company]?  * 

Terry  Baum:  Yeah,  when  I  moved  up  the  to  Bay  Area  and  started  Lilith,  I  still  didn't  have  any  real  intention 
or  desire  to  write,  but  I  looked  really  intensively  in  the  library  for  plays,  and  there  was  nothing  for  women  to 
do.  Once  you  have  all  women  in  your  group,  there's  nothing  for  you  to  do  but  write  your  own  stuff.  The  first 
show  was  all  about  our  personal  lives  and  we  developed  it  through  improvisation.  It  was  a  really  wonderful 
show.  I  had  started  taking  transcripts  of  improvisation  and  rearranging  them,  so  it  was  a  very  gradual  transi¬ 
tion  to  my  writing  my  own  stuff  and  a  very  long  time  before  I  thought  of  myself  as  a  playwright. 

Our  next  show  we  wanted  to  make  a  real  play  with  a  plot  and  all  that.  It  was  about  five  waitresses  in  a 
restaurant  with  only  four  tables,  and  they  had  these  great  territorial  battles....  Then  our  next  play  was  Moon¬ 
lighting  which  we  toured  Europe  with,  a  play  about  women  and  work,  also  based  on  our  own  lives.  That  was 
probably  the  first  time  that  I  was  really  taking  the  scripts  and  rewriting. 

GCN:  How  long  was  Lilith  together? 

Terry  Baum:  Well,  Lilith  is  still  in  existence,  but  I  left  after  five  years.  That  was  very  traumatic.  After  Lilith, 

I  created  Dos  Lesbos  with  Caroline  Myers,  and  my  lover  at  the  time,  Alice  Thompson,  and  another  friend, 
Judy  Gottlieb. 

GCN:  Now,  what's  that  about? 

Terry  Baum:  Well,  it's  kind  of  a  revue  —  it's  about  this  relationship  between  these  two  women  and  their  pro¬ 
blems  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  One  theme  that's  common  to  Dos  Lesbos  and  Immediate  Family  is  speaking  up 
for  yourself  and  the  inability  to  do  that  and  the  feeling  you  have  after,  when  you  know  you  should  have  said 
something  and  you  didn't  say  it. 

GCN:  The  self-censorship  you  use  on  yourself  because  you're  afraid  if  you  do  say  something,  people  are  going  to 
come  down  on  you. 

Terry  Baum:  Exactly.  I  feel  that  isn't  explored  much  in  art.  To  me  it's  a  moral  dilemma  in  my  life,  so  it  comes 
up  in  my  plays  a  lot.  Dos  Lesbos  is  very  autobiographical.  It’s  really  a  wonderful  play  —  it's  political,  it's  fun, 
it’s  personal.  There  are  scenes  where  they  deal  with  being  hassled  by  men,  and  coming  out  at  work  or  not 
coming  out  at  work,  you  know,  people  making  obnoxious  comments  about  gays.  [One  of  the  women,]  Grade, 
doesn't  say  anything  and  then  feels  horrible  about  it.  There's  also  a  scene  where  they  talk  about  their  sex 
lives,  which  was  me  and  my  lover  talking  about  our  sex  life.  [Laughs.]  We  had  some  problems  and  so  did  the 
people  in  the  play,  but  the  people  in  the  play  worked  it  out,  and  my  lover  and  I  didn't.... 

And  then  there's  these  scenes  Caroline  wrote  —  coming  out  to  your  mother  in  different  theatrical  styles. 


Terry  Baum 

They  go  through  coming  out  in  Restoration  Comedy,  discovering  that  the  mother  and  daughter  are  both  in 
love  with  the  same  woman,  TV  sitcom,  and  Greek  tragedy. 

GCN:  Are  you  ever  going  to  be  performing  it  again? 

Terry  Baum:  I  don't  know.  I  really  want  it  to  be  at  the  next  Boston  Women's  Theatre  Festival.  It's  going  to  be 
published  in  an  anthology  of  plays  by  lesbians  this  fall  by  a  press  in  Iowa  City  called  Aunt  Lute  Press. ...  So  I'm 
hoping  that  maybe  somebody  else  will  be  doing  it,  but  if  they  don't  I  think  I  would,  although  —  I  was  thinking 
that  maybe  I  should  play  my  lover's  part;  it  just  would  be  so  regressive  for  me  to  play  myself.  Maybe  I'll  learn 
something  by  playing  the  other  part. 

GCN:  What  prompted  you  to  write  Immediate  Family?/  really  liked  the  character  of  Virginia  —  she  seems  so  much 
like  a  regular  person. 

Terry  Baum:  Well,  I  started  writing  a  script  that  was  motivated  by  two  things.  One  was  the  death  of  my  dog. 
It  had  been  a  very  long,  drawn-out  process  and  all  the  changes  Virginia  goes  through  I  had  gone  through  with 
my  dog.  Somehow  when  I  was  going  through  them,  I  was  very  aware  that  these  were  not  personal  things  that 
I  was  experiencing.  It  was  universal,  you  know,  what  anyone  would  experience  when  somebody  they  love 
was  dying.  Eventually  I  decided  to  have  my  dog  1 '  put  to  sleep. ' '  It  was  a  very  beautiful  experience,  and  I  just 
wondered  why  we  could  do  that  for  animals  and  we  can't  do  it  for  each  other.  It  just  seems  so  ridiculous. 

And  there  was  this  story  in  the  newspaper;  I'm  an  avid  reader  of  the  newspaper,  and  there  was  this  story 
about  a  nurse  who  had  been  acccused  of  turning  off  the  respirator  of  a  patient  in  a  nursing  home.  Originally  I 
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Gay? 

Lesbian? 

Considering  Counseling? 

Seeking  New  Kinds  of  Relationships? 


—  542-5188  — 

Weekdays  10  A.M.  •  9  P.M. 
Confidential  Services 
Convenient  Downtown  Location 


Three  groups  are  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  LssMan  Counaslnfl  Servtcee  (GLCSfc 

Coming  Out  Group  for  Men  —  A  support  group  for  men  to  deal  with  Issues  of 

Isolation  and  self  esteem. 

Please  call  Ron  Woznlak,  M.td,  at  QLCS  for  more  Information. 


Coming  Out  Group  for  Women  —  Art  opportunity  for  women  to  receive  and 
provide  support  around  their  emerging  sexuality. 

Please  call  Terl  Freeman,  M.Ed.  at  GLCS  for  more  Information. 


General  Issues  Group  for  Mon  —  Ah  ongoing  group  with  openings  for  new 
members,  providing  a  place  to  explore  relationship  Issues  of  concern  to  gay  men. 
Please  call  Ron  Woznlak,  'a'. Ed.  at  GLCS  for  more  Information. 

GLCS  Is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  senring 
the  community  since  1971. 

Sitting  Faa  Soar*  /  Inauranoa  Aecaptad'  Wo  on#  dunlad  aarWcaa  for  Inability  to  pay 

Spaclal  funding  lor  alcohofralatcd  counaallng 

QLCS  la  a  non-profit  corporation  * All  Inauranoa  dalma  Iliad  undar  CSI 


WOMEN’S  HEALTH 
FORUM  SERIES 

April  29, 1985 

Lesbian  Sexuality 

Cindy  Patton,  Janice  Irvine, 
and  Pat  M.  7-9  pm 


Sponsored  by  the 
Women’s  Health  Task  Force 
of  the 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
All  lectures  will  take  place  in 
Morville  House  Library, 

100  Norway  St.,  Boston  MA 
(one  block  from  the  Fenway  and 
the  Auditorium  T-stop). 

For  further  information,  contact 
the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center: 
(617)  267-7573 


Free  Admission 
Wheelchair  Accessible 


Addiction  Recovery  Corporation, 

The  National  Association  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alcohol  Professionals 
and  The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Service 
present: 


1st  Annual 
Gay  and  Lesbian 
Recovery  Conference 

Sunday,  April  28,  10am-6pm 

Boston  Evening  Medical  Center 
314  Commonwealth  Ave., Boston 

Featuring: 

•  Emily  McNally  and  Dana  Finnegan,  founders  of 
NALGAP  (National  Associaton  of  Lesbian  and 

Gay  Alcohol  Professionals),  speaking  about 
“The  Gay  Professional  vs.  The  Professional  Gay” 

•  Workshops  on  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics. 
Sexual  Addiction,  Stress.  Coming  Out  and 

Recovering,  AIDS  &  Alcoholism,  and  more, 
led  by  gay  and  lesbian  professionals. 

•  Ron  Gould,  speaking  about  his 
Gay  Adolescent  Youth  Program  and 
^showing  his  sensitive  film  “Whispers'^ 

*  All  capped  by  a  dance  at  8. 

Registration:  $10 


peration 
Recovery 

the  miracle  continues  ** 


Conference  Report 


Continued  from  page  7 
“terrific  turn-on”  if  done  right, 
but  that  she  generally  wouldn’t 
recommend  it  because  of  the  high 
risk  of  jealousy  and  breakups. 

1  was  pleased  to  hear  speakers 
like  Pearlman,  Rainone  and  Pat¬ 
ton  validating  sexual  pleasure  per 
se  as  a  worthwhile  goal  for 
women,  even  under  the  patriar¬ 
chy.  But  at  every  workshop  I  at¬ 
tended,  when  a  speaker  dared  to 
talk  about  sex  outside  a  context  of 
oppression,  the  audience  in¬ 


variably  protested.  Naturally  our 
sexual  politics  need  to  address  the 
reality  of  women’s  oppression,  but 
I  fear  too  many  feminists  are  shut¬ 
ting  their  minds  to  the  more 
positive  aspects  of  our  sexuality. 

In  any  case,  I  found  the 
NEWSA  conference  well- 
organized,  informative,  and 
valuable.  Women  need  all  the 
chances  we  can  get  to  explore  our 
differences  around  sexuality  — 
whether  or  not  we  can  ever  agree. 


Active,  Goa  I -oriented 

Therapy  for  Depression 

Serving  the  community  since  1976 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in  detail, 
and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward  specific 
goals. 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


bo 


behavior 

associates 


45  Newbury  Street,  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short  term,  problem-focused  thecapy 


A  Special  Offer  From 

SQENCEmFEXffiLE 


* 


•  PEOPLE  WITH  AIDS 
W  FIGHTING  FORm 
OUR  LIVES  / 


Subscribe  now  and 
get  this  issue  free! 


1  year  /six  issues  —  $15 


send  check  or  money  order  to: 

Science  For  The  People  g 

897  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

Name  _ _ _ _ 

Address  _ 


Zip 
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Gay  Bands  Make 
Beautiful  Music 


NEW  YORK  —  More  than  eighty  musicians  and  supportive  people 
from  ten  cities  around  the  United  States  met  in  Greenwich  Village  for  the 
sixth  conference  of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Bands  of  America  (LGBA). 

The  conference,  hosted  by  New  York’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Big  Apple 
Corps,  began  on  Friday,  March  22  with  members  arriving  from  Califor¬ 
nia,  Colorado,  Texas,  Kansas,  Minnesota,  Mary  land  and  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  weekend  was  filled  with  business  meetings,  rehearsals  and 
workshops,  but  the  highlight  was  the  Saturday  night  concert.  Conducted 
by  Sam  Gindin,  the  Big  Apple  Corps’  musical  director,  more  than  70  musi¬ 
cians  from  ten  bands  played  together  in  a  benefit  concert  for  LGBA  and 
the  New  York  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  Services  Center.  Baton 
twirlers  from  New  York  and  Los  Angeles  joined  the  band  for  two 
numbers.  The  audience  was  enthusiastic  and  the  music,  as  always,  was 
magic. 


BODYWORKS 

r-cym  for  women 

RAPE  PREVENTION 
SEMINAR 

Sat.,  April  20th, 

1-4  p.m. 

$  15  members, 

$20  non-members 

53  River  Street,  Cambridge 
near  Central  Square  (J) 

576-1493 


Owned  by 
Margarita 
Asencio 


key  West. 
ay€AR-«ounO 


uesoRt. 

329  eiizABeth  Stueet 
key  West,  poptiu  33040 
USA  (305)  296-5368 

^ _ 


^ee 


Now  open! 

DOWNTOWN 

CAFE 


12  LaGrange  Street  —  Boston  338-7037 


FEATURING:  JOEY  BRANDEN,  JEAN  GAUTHIER 
ELLIOT  PILSHAW.  &  ROBIN  WHITE-PORTNOY 

Arlington  Street  Church 

CORNER  OF  BOYLSTON  ANO  ARLINGTON  STREETS 
BOSTON  © 


FRI.,  SAT.,  &  SUN  8:00 
March  15  thru  April  28 

(Except  Easter  Weekend) 

Tickets: 

FRI.  &  SAT.  $8.00 
SUN.  $6.00 

Available  at  GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE, 
BOSTIX  (at  Quincy  Market),  FREEDOM 
CENTER  STORE  (355  Boylston),  NEW 
WORDS  (Cambridge),  and 
BODYWORKS  (Cambridge) 

Information  &  reservations:  542-3622 


CAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc . .  etc. .  etc  (area  codes  &  rip  codes  too! ) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YOHK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50.  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S3  50:  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  Districl  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world  does  not  include  USA  a 
Canada;  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720,  All  books  discreetly 
by  lirsl  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA  in  Canada,  order  from  Gla  d 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario  M4'Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


LGBA  is  a  voluntary  non-profit  organization  which  shares  music, 
legal  information  and  growing  pains  with  other  lesbian  and  gay  bands 
around  the  country  for  the  stated  purpose  of  promoting  music  as  a  means 
of  communication.  Seven  bands  founded  LGBA  in  1982  and  it  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  grow.  This  year  several  bands  have  made  a  commitment  to  help 
other  cities  begin  their  own  bands. 

*  *  * 

Anyone  interested  in  starting  a  band  in  their  city  should  contact 
LGBA,  P.O.  Box  57099,  Washington,  DC  20037.  (If  you  live  in  Boston, 
get  your  instrument  out  of  the  closet  and  call  Mary  Helen  at  875-4194, 
Wayne  at  726-3161,  or  Greg  at  236-1641.  Practices  are  at  7:30  p.m.  on 
Tuesdays  in  the  Boston  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  Street.) 

—  Susan  Roberts 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built.  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally.  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  requires.  We  have 
most  of  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

VJe  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  of  American  and 
foreign  cars. 

Come  in  ( 8am-6pm )  or  call  for 
advice  and  an  estimate. 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


Your  Hosts:  Patrick  Calkins  •  Jerry  D’Antonio 

Rooms  with  Fireplaces  •  Private  Baths 
Complimentary  Breakfast  •  Parking 
_ : _ Brochure  upon  Request 

12  Winthrop  Street  •  Provincetown,  MA  •  02657  •  (617)  487-9603 
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BOSTON-AREA  GAY/LESBIAN  BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2114 
(617)  321-8818 


CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chrropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
678  Mass  Ave 
Suite  405 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
864-1197 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St.. 

Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 


CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 
Residential  &  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  St. 

Winthrop,  MA  02152 
(617)846-5146 


ELECTROLYSIS 

Judy  Feiner 
678  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497-2019 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 


INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 


T-SHIRT  PRINTING 


COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 


ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 

634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 


TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
160  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass.  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  643-1112 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH  CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 
MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

35  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 
ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  02111 
542-5188 

CLINICAL  PSYCHOLOGICAL 

ASSOCIATES 

(617)  269-8382 


RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 

New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

CAREER  COUNSELING 


PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

PODIATRY 


A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg,  DPM 
(617)396-7527 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 


REAL  ESTATE 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.  INC. 
318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS.  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND  COM¬ 
PANY 

(617)  296-1770 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

NOBSCOTT  TRAVEL 
AND  SHUTTLE  SERVICE 
795  Water  St. 

Framingham,  MA  01701 
(617)  877-2278 
(617)235-2040 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  190 

373  Commercial  St. 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA 
423-7730 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469 
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TERESA  TRULL  & 
BARBARA  HIGBIE 


TRET  FURE 

WITH  SPECIAL  GUEST 
SIGNER,  SUSAN  FREUNDLICH 

m 


m 


539  WASHINGTON  ST. 
BOSTON  ,  MA 

DOORS  -  800  PM  SHOW  -  8:30  PM 


TICKETS  -  $12.75/$  13.75 

(INCLUDES  -28  OPERA  HOUSE  RESTORATION  FEB 
AVAILABLE  AT:  OPERA  HOUSE  BOX  OFFICE, 
TICKETROH  CONCERT  CHARGE  4S7-1 118, 
OUT-OF-TOWN,  THE  CHANNEL  BOX  OFFICE, 
STRAWBERRIES  RECORDS  AND  TAPES, 
AND  SOMEWHERE  ELSE. 

FOR  INFORMATION  CALL  451-1050 
(WHEEL  CHAIR  ACCESSMLE) 

CO-SPONSORED  BY: 
SOMEWHERE  ELSE  &  HORIZON  DIST. 
AN  ENTERTAINMENT 
PROMOTIONS  PROOUCT 


_ JULIE  FIORE  PRESENTS 

OLIVIA  &  SECOND  WAVE  RECORDING  ARTISTS: 

CRIS  WILLIAMSON 


IN  CELEBRATION  OF  HER 
LATEST  RELEASE 
“PRAIRE  FIRE" 


Allegra  Productions  Presents 


THE  LINDA  TILLERY  BAND 


Celebrating  the  release  of 
Linda's  hot  new  album  on 
Redwood  Records,  secrets 

with 

Julie  Homl,  keyboards 
Paul  van  waglnlngen,  bass 
Marc  van  waginlngen,  drums 
David  Goldblatt,  synthesizer 

and 

Special  Guest 
Olivia  Recording  Artist 

DEIDRE  MC  CALLA 

and  introducing 

TRACY  CHAPMAN 


Terry  Baum:  Playwright 


Continued  from  page  1 0 

wrote  an  entire  script  where  the 
character  was  a  nurse  who  doesn’t 
have  any  special  personal  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  patient.  But  I  just 
really  wasn’t  satisfied  with  the 
nurse’s  motivation  for  turning  off 
the  respirator;  dramatically  it 
wasn’t  quite  right.  Then  I  thought, 
well,  what  if  the  woman  in  the 
coma  is  a  lesbian  and  that’s  why 
the  people  who  loved  her  couldn’t 
sign  the  permission  slip? 

The  character  of  Virginia 
is  partly  based  on  a 
straight,  but  very  butch,  ranch 
woman  named  Virginia  who 
talked  and  moved  that  way.  And 
there  was  also  a  woman  named 
Virginia  who  lived  across  the  street 
and  who  was  in  the  hospital  dying 
of  cancer.  I  saw  what  her  husband 
was  going  through.  He  really  loved 
her;  he  was  the  kind  of  guy  that 
had  built  his  world  around  her,  the 
way  women  usually  build  their 
worlds  around  their  husbands,  and 
I  saw  what  he  was  going  through. 
He  was  the  kind  of  person  who  was 
just  trying  to  make  his  way 
through  life.  He  had  been  stepped 
on  so  many  times  he  just  didn’t 
even  get  angry  anymore. 

GCN:  I  wanted  to  ask  you  about 
something  in  the  play  that  had  to 
do  with  being  able  to  speak  up  and 
the  issue  of  finding  your  identity. 
For  me  the  two  seem  connected:  as 
Virginia  struggles  to  come  to  terms 
with  her  identity  as  a  lesbian,  it 
gives  her  strength  to  be  able  to 
speak  up. 

Terry  Baum:  I  don’t  know.  I 
didn’t  consciously  put  anything 
like  that  in  the  play.  I  think  she 
gets  the  strength  for  what  she  does 
from  her  love  for  Rosie. 

GCN:  How  is  it  for  someone 
writing  lesbian  plays?  There  was 
something  that  came  up  at  the 
Playwriting  Panel,  for  women 
who  don ’t  want  to  try  and  make  it 
in  the  mainstream  / male- 
dominated  theater:  what  are  the 
possibilities  of  making  it  within  the 
network  of  women ’s  theaters? 
Terry  Baum:  There  is  a  lot  of 
women’s  theater  in  this  country.  I 


think  it’s  possible  —  absolutely. 
Getting  $25  from  this  place  and 
that  place  can  really  add  up.  You 
know,  there’s  this  gay  playwright 
in  New  York,  Robert  Patrick. 
Before  he  was  overtly  gay  in  his 
plays,  he  still  wrote  a  lot  of  plays. 
He  wasn’t  on  Broadway  or 
anything  like  that.  He  didn’t  have 
a  Pulitzer,  but  he  wrote  all  these 
plays.  People  are  always  looking 
for  plays  to  do.  I  met  him  many 
years  ago,  and  he  was  not  famous, 
but  he  was  making  a  living  from  all 
the  little  places  that  were  doing  his 
plays. 

So  it’s  definitely  possible.  It’s 
amazing  how  many  women’s 
theaters  there  are  in  this  country. 
There  would  be  more  if  there  were 
really  good  plays  disseminated  for 
them  to  do.  So  for  me,  fitting  into 
the  mainstream/male-dominated 
theaters  is  not  an  issue.  What  is  an 
issue  is  being  accepted  by  women’s 
theaters;  1  have  found  that  the 
more  established  women’s  theaters 
in  this  country  are  not  that  in¬ 
terested  in  doing  my  material.  I 
think  it’s  partly  because  it’s  very 
overtly  lesbian. 

GCN:  They  begin  to  feel  it’s  hard 
enough  being  pigeon-holed  as 
feminist;  they’re  afraid  to  get 
pigeon-holed  as  lesbians. 

Terry  Baum:  Exactly,  and  that’s 
what  happens,  the  more  you’re 
dependent  on  grants.  What  we 
need  is  a  women’s  theater  that  can 
be  adventurous  in  the  way  the 
Public  Theater  of  New  York  is 
adventurous.  So  many  important 
plays  have  come  out  of  that  theater 
because  Joe  Papp  has  the  ability  to 
see  what  the  next  thing  is,  what  the 
future  is.  We  need  a  women’s 
theater  that  can  see  that. 

I  think  looking  for  grants  really 
makes  that  less  likely;  people  are 
less  likely  to  take  risks.  I  think  we 
should  make  it  on  our  own.  There 
is  such  a  thing  as  commercial 
theater  and  that’s  the  direction  I’m 
going  towards.  I  don’t  want  to  get 
grants  for  my  productions.  I  want 
my  plays  to  be  good  enough  so 
that  enough  people  will  want  to  see 
them. 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Weird,  David  R.  Lund, 

Janice  Platner,  Lynda  Brack 


Criminal  Defense 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Domestic  Relations 
Discrimination 
Probate  of  Estates 


Estate  Planning 
Business  Representation 
Relationship  Agreements 
Civil  Litigation 
General  Practice  of  Law 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11  •  Boston,  MA  02115 


Friday,  May  3, 1 985,  at  8:00  pm 

The  Strand  Theatre,  543  Columbia  Rd.,  Dorchester 


Tickets  $8  In  advance,  $9  at  the  door 
Tickets  available  from:  Cheapo  Records,  Glad  Day, 
Nubian  Notion,  Skippy  white  s  Records,  Out  of  Town  Tickets, 
Red  Bookstore,  ConcertCharge  (497-1118),  New  words 


Childcare  by  reservation: 

Call  Childcare  Extraordinaire,  523-3772,  by  May  1 

For  more  information:  (61 7)  547-1 378 


10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD-g 

Printing  131 

(formerly  Copy  Cellar) 

Printing 
Copying 
Typesetting 

(617)723-5130 

Open  Evenings  and  Saturdays 
Mon.-Fri.  9-8,  Sat.  11-4 


617-266-0760 


STANHOPE 

*—  FRAMERS— 1 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 


Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals ,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  ten  years. 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 15 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02143 

by  appointment  only 

666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you. 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
What  a  shock  this  morning 
A  terror  without  warning 
turned  out  a  blank 
What  heavens  thank 
the  “frie"  died  a  borning. 

But  vastly  must  change 

our  lives  or  derange 

this  critter  all  prickly  and  sad 

1  really  must  find 
some  rest  for  my  mind 

or  run  utterly  barefoot  and  mad. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

DISCRIMINATED  AGAINST? 

Have  you  been  excluded  from  or  carded 
by  a  Boston  area  gay  establishment 
because  of  your  color?  Contact  BWMT 
thru  the  Lesbian  &  Gay  Hot  Line 
(617)426-9371,  6pm-Midnight,  Monday 
thru  Friday. _ (45) 

GDLKG  WLBLT  INTELL  GWM 

23  yo  5T0”  sk  young  gdlkg  stud/prof  for 
friend.  I  like  nu  music,  dancing,  movies, 
partying.  If  you  are  sine.  +  discreet 
+  want  to  have  fun  snd  photo/letter. 
Box  160 _ (40) 

GF,  30,  from  Latin  America  wants  to 
meet  other  GF  for  friendship.  Like  bike 
rides,  movies,  beach  walks,  classical 
music.  Non-smokers.  Box  159 _ (40) 

GWM  18  6'  175  lbs.  Very 
attr.  intelligent,  ath.  build,  br/bl  seeks 
friendship  with  other  young  men.  Send 
a  photo  and  short  note  to  Box  158  (40) 

2  GWM  27  brn  hr  160  lbs.  24  bid  hr  145 

lbs.  both  gdlkg  sks  GWM  24  or  younger 
for  threesom.  Must  be'  cln  shvn  lean 
gdlkg  chkns  welcome.  Reply  P.O.  Box 
170  W.  Lynn  MA  01905 _ (40) 

Like  to  Talk 

about  art,  politics,  sex  and  clothes?  En¬ 
joy  work  and  friends,  beach  and  dance, 
heat  and  touch?  JL  26  seeks  you.  Box 
161  _ '  (40) 

FREE  AGAIN 

GWF  getting  back  to  the  world.  Shut  in 
for  2  years  with  jealous  lover.  Just 
started  looking.  Am  41,  smart,  attr.  from 
NYC,  secy  no  casual  sex.  Box  162  (39) 

Mike,  who  is  Jethro  Tull? 

Rose  waits  for  bitter  snows  to  melt. 
Spring  comes  on  your  birthday.  Please 
add  your  age  to  6177951368  and  call  B4 
May  9.  I  love  you  and  miss  you.  Love, 
BUI _ (40) 

Lesbian  27  sagittarian.  Arts/humorist, 
very  active  but  enjoy  quiet  intimate 
times  too.  Don’t  dance,  etc.  Bars  suck. 
Love  to  go  places  and  eat  things.  Play 
is  essential.  Not  a  narcissist  but  look¬ 
ing  for  one  who  is  as  wonderful  as  I  am, 
someone  who  sort  of  knows  who  she  is 
and  what  she  wants.  Part,  interested  in 
aries  25 +.  Abs.  no  smokers.  Write 
’’Hello'’  Box  1092  Camb.  MA  02238  (39) 
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Serious 

GM  32  S’lO*'  160  br/br  gdlkg  highly  intel. 
into  classical  music,  cooking,  hikes. 
Sks  stable  man  w/similar  int.  20-40  rep- 
ly  Box  598  Everett  02149 _ (39) 

GM  22  seeks  others  interested  in  ex¬ 
ploring  hypnosis  and  other  forms  of 
altered  consciousness.  Box  152  (39) 

27  yo  Blo/Blu  GWM  looking  4 
uninhibited  ital  or  JWM  4  “whatever 
comes  naturally”  me:  5’8”  135  lbs.  gdlk 
coll,  ed,  indep  but  shy  at  bars,  n2 
music/audio,  quiet  nights,  j/o  ect.  You: 
str  act  av-gd  Iks  25-30  endwmnt  unimp. 
but  str  act  a  must.  Box  148 _ (39) 

Would  You  Like 

Talks  about  world  affairs,  women 
"music  concerts,  being  held  by  a  sexy 
fat  dyke  who  is  femmy  and  over  30. 
Write  Box  147 _ (39) 

Somebody  Like  Me 

BiWM  30  5T0”  185  br/br  would  like  to 
meet  dark  haired  men  20-40.  Must  be 
discreet  +  str  act  +  appr.  No  blonds  or 
ferns.  New  to  area  and  anxious.  Box 
(153)  (39) 

Want  to  buy  used  gay  VHS  video.  Mail 
lists  of  title  and  price.  P.O.  Box  226 
Salem,  NH  03079 _ (39) 

Commodore  64 

Any  users  out  there?  Should  I  modem? 
Should  I  cp/m?  Should  you  wish  to 
write,  drop  a  line  to:  Paul  P.O.  Box  873 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801-0873  (39) 

Skng  Endowed  young  men  wm 
Generous  WM  50  skng  well  hung  wm 
18-30  for  french  and  photo  fun.  Will 
please  satisfy  and  reward  a  needy  stu¬ 
dent.  no  recip.  wanted.  Experience  not 
needed.  1  or  2  endowed  guys  can  enjoy 
safe  clean  rewarding  head  and  more. 
Box  339  89  Mass.  Ave.,  Boston,  MA 
02715  Immediate  reply. _ 

High  Energy  Physicists 
Are  there  any  more  of  us  out  there?  Box 
155 _ (43) 

LF  30  new  to  Boston,  interested  in 
meeting  other  LF’s  into  the  arts,  the  out 
of  doors  and  modern  politics.  Write 
P.O.  Box  1 8-508  Boston  021 1 8  (39) 

kisses  are  a  better  fate  than  wisdom 
I  am  warm,  engaging,  very  bright;  want 
to  meet  If  mid  20-mid  30,  who  is 
resolute,  spirited,  sensitive  —  like  me. 
Box  156 _ (39) 

Irish  bearded  close  cropped,  wiry,  ver¬ 
satile,  virile  painter  and  cuddly  anar¬ 
chist,  43  yo;  welcomes  interesting  virile 
visitors  to  his  isolated  farm  anytime- 
but  write  first,  to  Anthony  Weir,  Bally- 
culter  Road,  Downpatrick,  Northern 
Ireland. _ 

Part  Time  Attendant 
Disable  Lesbian  seeks  part-time  atten¬ 
dant.  Weekend  hours;  willing  to  train  in 
personal  care.  $5.85  hour.  JP  area.  Call 
524-1142 _  (39) 

SM  DYKES  IN  Rl? 

Live  in  Rhode  Island  and  wonder  if 
you're  the  “only  one?”  I’d  like  to  meet 
others  around  Rl  into  woman  to  woman 
SM  for  safe  socializing,  possibly  star¬ 
ting  local  discussion  group,  etc.  Write: 
ACE,  PO  Box  261  Annex  Station,  Prov., 
Rl  02901. _  (39) 


Lesbian  Lunch  Group 
Lesbian  lunch  group  forming  in 
Natick/Framingham  area.  Call  Lynne 
(646-2987)  or  Barbara  (782-1808),  even¬ 
ings^ _ 

GM  27  vry  gdlkng  look  much  younger; 
clean  cut  intel.  sensitive  but  shy  seeks 
sim  regular  guy  in  Boston  for  suppor¬ 
tive  loyal  friendship/more.  I  like  long 
talks,  intimacy,  romantic  nights.  Let’s 
swap  info/photo/#  and  start  sharing 
good  times.  Box  157 _ (39) 

STROKE 

TOGETHER!! 

Into  j/o,  phone  j/o  or  man-to-man  ac¬ 
tion?  The  premier  nationwide  j/o  club 
with  over  2,200  active  members  wants 
you.  Take  things  in  hand,  and  write: 
Men’s  World,  Box  1616,  L.A.,  CA  90078. 
You  can  get  off,  stay  healthy  and  heat 
up  your  winter  nights,  easily. _ (39) 

Kind  Gentle  Masculine  Guy 

wanted  by  male  29  6’  180  br  curly  hair. 
Clnshvn;  athl..  Warm,  lively,  bright. 
Loves  nature;  enjoys  books,  theater, 
movies,  conversation  and. ..touching. 
Box  151 _ (39) 

This  is  my  first  time 
writing  an  ad.  But  who  knows?  Prof 
GWF  24  Ik  loafers,  lites  and  lo  mein.  2 
shy  4  pickups.  2  flip  4  potlucks.  2  left 
feet  at  bars.  But  fun.  Want  GF  friends. 
Can  swap  str.  ones  in  xchange.  Box 
150  _ (39) 

STEADY  PIECE  —  CUM  ON  GUYS  . 
GWM  38  gdlkg  chunky  cln  sks  man  or 
boy  18+  who  really  digs  being  greek 
active-no  reciprocation.  Have  own  pic. 
long  term  relationship  possible.  PO 
Box  1754  Boston,  Ma  02205. _ (39) 


.ay- 
Lesbian 
‘EXCLUSIVELY’ 


Serving  all 
New  England 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT.. 

ZIP 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

■  Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

■  1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

|  or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

m  Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

K  or  part  thereof: 

1 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof:  ___x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 

5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


io%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


for  21 -30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


Are  you  the  one  for  me? 

GF  40  seeks  GF  40-55  for  frdship  + 
more;  enjoy  dancing,  movies,  some 
sports,  looking  for  permanent  relation¬ 
ships.  If  you  want  the  same  let’s  talk. 
Box  149  (39) 


Have  a  Question? 

| BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND| 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-llpm,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


PUBLICATIONS 

WIGGANSNATCH 

"Voice  of  the  New  Age  Mutant"  For 
sample,  send  $1.00  to:  Wiggansnatch, 
Dept.  C,  PO  Box  20061,  Seattle,  WA 
98102  _ (39) 

Bisexual  Anthology 
We  are  a  group  of  women  and  men  (or 
ganized  at  2nd  regional  conf.  on  bisex 
uality)  seeking  proposals  for  submis 
sions  for  an  anthology  on  bisexuality 
Send  SASE  to  E.  Malcohn.  c/o  BBWN 
Box  1354,  J.P.  MA  02130 _  (41) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS  —  celebrating  15 
years  of  radical  ferrfinist  journalism. 
We  bring  feminist  national/interna¬ 
tional  news,  analysis  and  reviews  each 
month.  $1 1  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs);  $20  institutional  fee. 
Free  sample!  Write  Off  Our  Backs, 
Dept.  GCN,  1841  Columbia  Rd,  NW,  Rm 
212,  Washington,  P.C.  20009. _ (ex) 

JAMES  WHITE  REVIEW 

A  gay  men’s  literary  quarterly  publishes 
interviews  Quentin  Crisp  Robert  Patrick 
Poets  Ian  Young  Jim  Holmes  Antler 
Steve  Abbott  Prose  Richard  Hall  John 
Gilgun  new  voices  subscribe  $6  a  year 
sample  copy  $2.  PO  Box  3356  Traffic 
Station,  Mpls,  MN  55403  Submissions 
welcome  send  SASE. 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

Nat’l.  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M. 
Diverse,  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact, 
fiction  &  photos.  $11/yr.  single  issues 
$3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for 
info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 
_ (44) 

-GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news-'1 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011, _ (ex) 

MATRICES:  A  Lesbian-Feminist 
Research  Newsletter.  $3/yr  (3  issues).  J. 
Zita,  Managing  Editor,  Women’s 
Studies,  492  Ford  Hall.  U.Minn.,  Mpls. 
MN  55455. _ (ex) 

WOMEN  SURVIVORS'  NEWSLETTER 

For  Crying  Out  Loud,  newsletter  by  and 
for  women  survivors  of  child  sexual 
abuse,  announces  publication  of  its  3rd 
issue.  For  info  or  subscription  (4  issues 
for  $5),  or  to  submit  letters,  Mother 
writings  or  graphics,  please  write  Sur¬ 
vivors  Newsletter  Collective.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  Street,  Cambridge, 
MA  02139. 


EVENTS 


TAKE  BACK  THE  NIGHT 
A  DAY  OF  PROTEST  TO  END 
VIOLENCE  AGAINST  WOMEN  & 
children  April  20th  Sat  in  New  Haven 
CT  900am  road  race  in  Edgewood  Pk 
followed  at  600pm  by  rally  and  enter¬ 
tainment  on  the  New  Haven  Green  live 
music  and  speakers  candlelight  march 
at  end  of  rally  free  childcare  by  res 
(203)785-0881  add’l  info  and  road  race 
applications  (203)865-5171. _ (37) 


MOVERS 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #24430 

_ Tel  661-2958 _ 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826 

SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  491-6972 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

LAWYER  WANTED 

Lawyer  with  Colorado  license,  must 
have  experience  in  family  law  and 
criminal  law.  Practice  includes  torts, 
general  Gay  and  Lesbian  law.  Two 
lawyer  office:  open  for  a  partnership. 
Send  resumes  to  Gerald  A.  Gerash, 
1535  Grant  St.,  #250,  Denver,  Colorado 
80203. _ (40) 

Direct  Service  Advocate 

Advocacy  for  women  living  in  non-profit 
feminist  mental  health  alternative,  in¬ 
cludes  housing  adv.  &  adv.  with 
Spanish-speaking  women  and  program 
administration.  Require  familiarity  with 
women’s  mental  health  and  experience 
in  non-traditional  setting,  17k +  . 
Resumes  to  Elizabeth  Stone  House, 
Box  15,  J.P.  MA  02146;  Women  of  color, 
Spanish  speaking,  former  mental  pa¬ 
tients,  working  class  women  en- 
couraged  to  apply. _ (40) 

PART-TIME  WED.  THRU  FRI. 

12  noon-6  pm  responsible  and  punctual 
person  for  clerical  and  retail  in  a  gay 
and  lesbian  establishment  call 
723-51 30/ 

723-2748 _  •  _ (39) 

FEMINIST  AD  REP 

Boston’s  Women’s  paper  needs  F/T  rep 
to  seel  and  layout  ads  in  wonderful 
work  environment.  $14-15K  incl.  bonus. 
9-5  five  days  a  week,  full  health  ins. 
2Viwks.  paid  vac.  Call  or  write  ASAP 
Sojourner,  143  Albany  St.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02139.  (617)  661-3567 _ (41) 

CAREER  SEXTON  Resp.  for 
maintenance  &  security  of  historic 
downtown  church  bldg.  &  grounds, 
working  w/liberal  congregation  and 
public.  Pd.  health  ins.,  generous  vac. 
plan.  Write  Ms  K  Olgiati,  74  Elmwood 
Rd,  Wellesley,  -  MA  02181  giving 
qualifications,  exp.,  and  3  ref.  by 
4/21. _ (38) 

SOCIAL  CHANGE  JOBS 

COMMUNITY  JOBS,  a  nonprofit 
newspaper,  lists  progressive  jobs  and 
internships  nationwide  that  you  can 
believe  in!  Jobs  in  women's  rights, 
community  organizing,  the  environ¬ 
ment  peace  and  more.  Current  listing 
$3.00.  Community  Jobs,  Box  221,  1520 
16th  Street  NW,  Washington,  DC, 
20036. _ (x) 


JOBS  IN  BATTERED  WOMEN’S 
SHELTER 

Childcare,  Hispanic  inhouse,  and  legal 
inhouse  workers  positions  available. 
Resumes  to  Alternative  House  POB 
2096  Lowell  01851.  Third 
World  +  former  battered  women  en- 
couraged  to  apply. _ (38) 


GCN  JOB  OPENING 

GCN  is  seeking  applicants  for  the 
following  positions: 

DESIGN  DIRECTOR 
Estab  overall  design  of  paper,  oversee 
prod  nght,  design  or  assign  covers, 
entrsp  artwrk/layout,  monthly  suppl 
graphics.  Requires  graphic  design/art 
skills.  Fam  w/type  specs,  design/layout 
exp  pref. 

All  positions  require  commitment  to 
gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  social 
change,  anti-racist  politics,  and  collec¬ 
tive  decision-making.  Sal  $150/wk  +  3 
wks  pd  vac,  complete  health/life  ins. 
Resumes  to  Gordon  Gottlieb,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Les- 
bians/gay  men  of  color  particularly  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply. _ (c) 

TRAVEL  AGENCIES 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 


SERVICES _ 

FOR  A  SLIMMER  YOU! 

Drop  unwanted  pounds  with  fun, 
creative,  beh  mod.  Proven  program: 
Weight  Wizards.  10-wk.  class.  $80.  For 
more  info,  call  Shari  738-4432. _ (39) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  lor  appt. 


COUNSELING— PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS.  _  (35) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988. 

North  Shore  Lesbian  Assertive 

Therapy  Group 

Is  there  more  to  assertiveness  than  say¬ 
ing  no  w/out  feeling  guilty?  Yes!  Asser¬ 
tive  therapy  focuses  on  honest  com¬ 
munication  In  intimacy,  sexuality  and 
the  full  range  of  emotions.  Best  learned 
in  small  supportive  group.  Group  form¬ 
ing  in  Salem.  S.  Eddy  MS  Psy.  R  Dubin 
M.ED.  ins,  sl/fee  call  596-2431  (40) 


Classifieds 

ROOMMATES _ 

HOUSE  TO  SHARE 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  6  room  house  in 
Natick,  nr.  M-Pike  and  train.  Avail.  7/1. 
$375  per.  mo.  util.  Incl.  Call  (617) 

266-8489.  _ (39) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  sunny  2  bdrm, 
E.  Arlington  apt.  Friendly.  Independent. 
$275/mo  includes  heat.  Avail  5/1  Cali 
Kathleen  641-0834 _ 

3  L  seek  wrm  ind.  resp.  4th  for  our  JP 
household.  Spacious  sunny  apt.  w  frpl, 
wshr,  Ig  yd  prkg.  nr  orange  and  green 
line.  No  smoke,  pets  *175+  call 
524-7390  (37) 

Roommate  to  share  small  2  br  apart¬ 
ment  on  Beacon  Hill.  Own  room, 
modern  appl.,  fully  furnished.  From  Apr. 
to  June,  with  opt.  to  renew.  $275/mo.  In¬ 
cludes  h  +  hw.  Call  723-4689  after  6pm. 

_ (c) 

2  LF's  seek  1  LF  27  +  responsible,  self 
aware  for  supportive  4  bedrm  house, 
Brookline,  near  T.  Min  alcohol.  We  are 
profess;  int  in  pers/sprtl  growth.  Rent 
226/mo  +  util.  232-9089. _ (39) 


SOMERVILLE 

LF  33  sks  same  25  +  for  5  rm  apt,  2  por¬ 
ches,  nr  new  Davis  Sq  T  Sta.  Rent  $250 
incl  most  util.  Dogs  ok,  I  have  one.  Call 
Diane  625-1039  hm,  or  354-3544  wk  — 
leave  message. _ (c) 

Prof  GM,  30,  sks  courteous,  quiet  room¬ 
mate  to  share  sumptious  6  room  flat, 
Porter  Square,  Camb.,  off  Red  Line.  No 
cats  or  smoking.  $330+ ht.,  util.  Call 
864-6094,  evenings.  You  must  see  it.  (40) 

WALK  TO  BEACH 

Prof.  LF  seeks  same  27+  for  sunny  2 
bdrm  apt.  5  min.  walk  to  beach.  Looking 
for  resp'onsible  person,  friendly  yet  in- 
dep.  Call  Anne  keep  trying  925-4431  or 
545-9514  (leave  message) _  (40) 

Elegant  hse  to  share  N.  Brkline.  Near  T., 
B.U.,  Cooldge  Corner.  Call  Ted. 
734-4522. _ (40) 

FUN  FEMINIST  HOUSEHOLD 

Mixed,  gay/st raight/dyke/black/white 
cooperative  in  South  End  seeks  two 
housemates.  Close  to  T.  Spacious. 
Reasonable  rent.  Call  257-0757.  (41) 

Beautiful  7  bdrm  house  w/yard,  fire¬ 
place,  in  L.  A.  (lower  Allston).  We  are  4 
multi-cultural  women  seeking  another 
woman  of  color  or  progressive  woman. 
$160  + util.  Available  now.  No  more 
pets.  Call  782-0599 _ (39) 

Mxd.  house  in  Dor.  seeks  clean  mature 
26+  independent  person  for  April.  Int. 
in  group  living  a  must.  Cat,  piano,  Ige. 
yard,  garden  st.  house.  $150+  no  pets 
or  cigs.  282-1217. _ (40) 

APARTMENT  WANTED 
Prof.  LF,  non-smkr,  seeks  home  in 
small  1  br/large  studio  in  J.P,  Camb.,  or 
Som.  quiet  area.  Prefer  garden  space. 
$375  w/o  util.  Please  call  Deb  491-2914 
Eve. _ (40) 


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
_ M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


FURNISHED  ROOMS 

Bri —  Comm  &  Hvd  Aves  on  T —  Furn 
rms  from  75/wk  some  w/priv  bath.  2  mos 
min  stay  w/4wks  up  front.  Job  &  prior 
landlord  refs  reqd.  277-6622. _ 

Furnished  rooms  for  rent.  $80  wkly.  2 
weeks  security.  Call  723-5680.  (41) 
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HOUSING  SOUGHT 

GCN  F  staff  member  looking  for  an  apt. 
or  house  to  share  with  1  or  2  others,  M 
or  F,  pref.  30+  but  let's  talk. 
Camb./Som.(would  consider  JP).  Under 
$200/mo.  Ask  for  Pam  at  426-4469.  (c) 

HOUSE  OR  APT  WANTED 

Disabled  LF,  30,  skng  living  arrange¬ 
ments.  Prefer  mixed  gender,  gay  or  not 
gay.  Can’t  live  with  smokers.  Pets  & 
children  great.  House  must  be  wheel¬ 
chair  accessible  or  able  to  make  acces¬ 
sible.  524-3141,  let  phone  ring.  Jamaica 
Plain  preferred. _ (c) 

HOME  WANTED 

GM  35  writer-editor  ivy  ed  non-smkr  sks 
quiet  cheap  (to  300/mo  +  util)  rm  in  con¬ 
genial  hse  or  apt.  Camb/Som,  Ben  HI, 
Bek  B,  5/1  or  6/1.  Intrsts:  gay  poetry, 
chicken,  classical  music,  outdoors 
exercise.  Wld  consider  find/share  apt. 
with  sim.  man  Box  154 _ (39) 

SUBLET 


CAMBRIDGE  SUBLET 

i F  +  ILF  27-37  seek  3rd  F  or  LF  for 
semicoop  near  Harvard  Square.  Sunny 
room  in  large  apt,  great  porch.  No  cigs, 
pets  $250+  util.  Avail  4/15-8/15.  Call 
547-2645  eves. _ (c) 

Sublet  Beautiful  Rooms 

LF  30  +  for  2  beautiful,  sunny  furnished 
rooms  in  lovely  old  house,  Ig.  yard,  fire¬ 
place,  piano.  Convenient  to  Boston  & 
Camb.  Warm,  responsible  independent 
household.  Flexible  occupancy,  sum¬ 
mer  or  16  months  or  more.  $250  +  .  No 
smoking  or  drugs  Irene  965-0648  (39) 

Sublet  1  br  (12’by  30”)  in  3  br  Bklyn  NY 
apt.  Lr,  dr,  Ig  kitchen  w/dw  sec.  bid. 
laundry.  $270/mo  until  10/1  Call  (212) 
243-2478  Iv.  message. _ (40) 

APARTMENTS 

BROOKLINE  COOLIDGE  CORNER 

3  bedroom,  2  bath  dupl.  apt.  in  lesbian 
owned  house.  Mod  k/b,  conv.  to  stores 
&  transp.  $1000  incl  h/hw.  Avail.  6/1  call 
566-2558 _ (39) 

BROOKLINE  CONDO  FOR  SALE 
Woman-owned  bldg,  on  quiet  street 
near  T.  7  Ige,  sunny  rooms,  2  baths, 
hardwood  floors,  beamed  ceiling, 
fireplace,  porch,  renovated.  Asking 
$230,000.  Call  232-1 127  or  232-1847.  (41) 

RESORTS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Unique  all-woman  country  space. 
Beautiful  post  and  beam  farmhouse, 
cozy  and  clean.  Gourmet  veg.  cooking, 
home-made  breads,  cheese  and  yogurt. 
Baby  horse,  goats  and  ducklings.  From 
skiing  to  skinny  dipping,  we're  open 
year  round.  3 Vi  hrs.  from  Boston.  (802) 
533-7772 _ 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. 


A  SPRING  TIME  FANCY 

A  special  place  for  friends  and  lovers. 
Secluded  setting  100  aers  at  the  end  of 
a  country  lane.  Beautiful  mountain 
views.  Charming  guest  rooms. 
Gracious  common  areas.  Crackling 
fires  at  night,  peace  and  quiet  always. 
Come  see  what  you’ve  been  missing. 
The  Highlands  Inn,  Box  118G, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978. 
Grace  &  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (44) 

THE  GREENHOUSE 

Women’s  Guesthouse,  cozy,  comfor¬ 
table,  parking,  cont.  bkfst,  off  season 
rates.  18  Pearl  St.-Box  22  P’Town  Ma 
02657(617)487-2210  (0) 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840. 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Explore  Newport  but  let  us  harbor  you 
with  warm  +  friendly  service,  romantic 
Victorian  decor,  fresh  flowers,  cont. 
brkft  .  (401)849-7645.  (13/1) 

CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St,  P’town,  MA 
0  2  6  5  7. 

h - - 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone  — 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information,  call  (718)625-2653, 
THE  RADCLIFFE  HALL. _ (13/36) 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

PROVINCETOWN  COTTAGE 

2  bdrm  sleeps  4  liv-kit  combo 
2  min  to  private  beach 
avail  May-Sept  July  +  Aug  $400  wk 
Tel  eve  (617)373-1955  Carole 
_  (39) 

Bayside  Maine  Cottage 

overlooks  beautiful  Penobscot  Bay, 
sleeps  5,  very  comfortable,  w/fire- 
place  +  sunporch,  close  to  Camden,  Br 
Harbor,  swim,  fish,  boating.  Avail.  June- 
Sept.  $200/wk.  Call  Brenda  547-3575(41) 
Provincetown  —  Jamaica  Plain  Real 
Estate,  your  Boston  Broker  for  Pro¬ 
vincetown.  Summer  rentals  by  the  week 
or  by  the  night.  Call  Sue  at  524-5464.(42) 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

Social  Group 

Warm,  supportive,  fun.  Monthly  get- 
togethers  at  my  Waltham  home,  pic¬ 
nics,  etc.  Call  647-1193  after  7:30  pm  or 
leave  message. _ (39) 

SOMERVILLE/MEDFORD 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance-Community 
Group  offers  political/social  activities. 
Meet/work  with  your  neighbors.  For  in¬ 
fo  write  GALA,  PO  Box  45211,  Somer- 
ville,  MA  02145. _  (c) 

SMITH  COLLEGE  ALUMNAE 
Alumnae  for  Alternatives,  an  orgnzn  of 
Smith  Alumnae  supporting  our 
lifestyles  and  careers  as  well  as  les¬ 
bian  and  progressive  politics,  is 
developing.  For  more  info:  write  Alums 
for  Alts,  Box  543  Northampton  MA 
01061. _ _ 

NORTHERN  MASS  LF'S 
2  LF’s  new  to  Haverhill  Ma  area  looking 
for  women  friends.  Isolation  is  not  fun. 
We  know  you  are  out  there.  Please 
write.  Joanne+Deb  PO  Box  62 
Haverhill,  MA  01830. _ (38) 

N.S.F.A. 

NORTH  SHORE  FUN  ANYONE? 

We  are  seeking  gay  women  and  men  for 
social  group  in  N.  Shore  area.  Informal, 
personal,  w/o  drugs  or  hvy.  alcohol. 
Please  respond  with  contact  phone  no. 
or  address  to  N.S.F.A?  PO  Box  1083, 
Salem,  MA  01970. _ (38) 

SPORTS _ 

Women's  softball  team  sks  woman 
coach.  Together  nine  years.  Good  team 
and  spirit.  SVille  league  Div  A.  Call 
646-1992  or  354-7457. _ (c) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
Number  (be  sure  that  it  is  not  an  out¬ 
side  box);  people  sometimes  make  that 
mistake  and  do  not  reach  the  desired 
recipient)  send  to  GCN,  167  Tremonl 
St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111,  Atten¬ 
tion  Classifieds  Box  


20,  1985  . . 

ORGANIZATIONS 

UNITED  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST 
COALITION  FOR  LESBIAN/GAY 
Concerns.  4th  national  gathering  June 
25-27,  Ames,  Iowa.  For  membership,  in¬ 
formation  or  registration:  UCCLGC,  18 
N.  College  St,  Athens,  OH  45701.  (38) 

Lobbying  and  fighting  legally  for 
realistic  approaches  to  social 
interaction-especially  for  same-sex 
orietned  youth  who  cannot  relate  easily 
or  safely  to  their  peers  as  heterosexual 
youth  can.  Info  +  sample  bulletin 
$2.00-Annual  Membership/Subscription 
$20.00.  Reality  Inc.  P.O.  Box  73 
Paramus,  NJ  07653-0073. _ 


HAD  ENOUGH 

religious  homophobia? 


WE  ARE 

Gay  And  Lesbian  Atheists 

Write  to  GALA  for  information  and  a 
free  copy  of  the  GALA  REVIEW,  P.O. 
Box  14142,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


WOMEN’S  BARTER  NETWORK 
Short  on  cash,  but  have  lots  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women’s  organizations/busi¬ 
nesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to: 
Women’s  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (62) 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap  Chr.  Raps  evry 
Tues,  Thurs  8pm.  Special  raps  for  35  +  ; 
parents;  yngr  wmn;  baby  bmrs;  singles; 
coming-out;  issues  forum.  All  8pm. 
Mnthly  events,  outfng  club,  library.  Info: 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate^ _ () 

MARCHING  BAND 

For  lesbian/gay  pride  practises  each 
Tues  7:30pm  YWCA  rm  707,  140  Claren¬ 
don  St  Bos.  Call  Wayne  726-3161(day) 
Mary  Helen  875-4194,  Greg  236-1641. 

_ (37). 

SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  Kinship  International, 
Inc.,  since  1976,  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists,  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L.  Los  Angeles,  CA  90078 
213-876-2076. _ (49) 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professsional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact 
Equity  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole  Lan- 
nigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester, 
Ed.D. _ j?) 

NASHUA  AREA  GAYS  meet  on  Mon¬ 
days  at  8:00  pm.  For  info  write  Nashua 
Area  Gays.  PO  Box  885,  Nashua,  NH 
03060. _  () 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in 
elude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.  13,  no. 22) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282. 
_ (13/32) 


GCN  SPECIALS 

NEW  PROMO  HOMO  NEEDS  HELP 

If  anyone  could  spare  a  couple  of  hours 
a  week  (preferably  on  Fridays  but  not 
necessarily)  to  help  stuff  envelopes 
and  other  challenging  tasks  it  would  be 
much  appreciated.  The  work  is  easy 
and  the  atmosphere  is  fun.  Call  Brian  at 
426-4469.  Thanks! _ (c) 

HELP!  GCN  needs  back  issue! 

We  just  discovered  we  have  one  (total: 
ONE)  copy  of  Vol.  11,  No.  43  (black- 
capped  man  with  Christian  crosses  & 
“woman  signs"  saying,  “Hey,  ya  wanna 
see  my  anti-porn  bill?”  If  you  have  this 
issue  and  don’t  need  it,  please  send  it 
to  Mike  c/o  GCN. _ (c) 


CA  Y  BOOKS  NEEDED!! 

If  you 've  got  some  gay  paperbacks 
you  won’t  need  anymore,  please 
donate  them  to  GCN’s  Prisoner 
Project  to  be  sent  out  to  lesbians  and 
gay  men  behind  bars.  We're  at  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston  MA  02111. 
Thanks!  


HELP! 

GCN's  Features  Dept  is  getting  snowed 
under.  Spring’s  coming  Help  dig  us  out. 
Typing,  research,  editing,  filing,  lay-out: 
all  sorts  of  tasks  for  all  sorts  of  people. 
Any  day,  almost  any  time.  Call  Loie 
Hayes  at  426-4469. _ (c) 


GET  SMART! 

The  rutnor  is  that  folks  who  advertise  in 
the  GCN  Classifieds  get  whatever  they 
are  looking  for.  Try  us.  We  reach  the 
audience  you  want  to  contact. 

A  portable  light  table  would  help  us  get 
out  of  here  earlier  on  layout 
nights/(mornings!).  If  you  know  where 
"we  can  get  one  cheap/free  (and  any 
other  layout  supplies:  line  tapes,  exac- 
to  knives,  letraset,  etc.)  please  call 
Mike  426-4469.  Thanks. _ (c) 


ATTENTION  ORGANIZERS! 

If  you  belong  to,  or  want  to  form,  a 
non-profit  lesbian/gay  organization 
anywhere  in  the  world,  and  you 
think  it  deserves  the  exposure  a 
GCN  Classified  ad  can  give  it,  we 
offer  special  rates  just  for  you.  A 
year  (50  deathless  Issues)  for  a 
mere  $100.  If  a  year  costs  more  than 
you  want  to  spend  right  now,  you 
may  pay  in  quarterly  installments  of 
$30,  $30,  $30  and  $10.  This  is  for  an 
ad  with  one  headline  and  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  8  lines  of  copy.  Such  an  ad 
at  present  would  cost  $6.50  per 
insertion,  so  this  is  really  a  super 
bargain.  Now,  rush  right  out  and 
catch  yourself  a  Classified!  You’ll 
be  glad  you  did.  Just  cut  this 
coupon  out  and  send  it  along  with 
your  ad  and  payment,  to  receive  the 
best  deal  in  town. 


iMIllllllMIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIItlttlinillllflllllt 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
IPRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
^Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ot  an 
Anarchist ). 

nuitmwtmtiit 


I  am  a  38  yr  old  Black  female,  profes 
Isional  cosmetologist  and  pursuing  a 
IBS  degree  in  Computer  Science.  I  en- 
I joy  playing  tennis,  modern  dance, 
Ireading  and  writing.  I  am  bi-lingual 
l(Eng  and  Spanish)  and  a  very  positive 
I  motivated  energetic  person.  Sandra 
ID.  LAURENCE,  W-19366,  Latham  B 
1 31 9,  Frontera  CA  91720. 


■  Very  admirable  Black  woman  would 
I  like  to  correspond  with  an  individual 
I  who  has  time  to  really  build  a  solid 
I  relationship.  I'm  young  and  very  sexy. 
I  Please  respond  with  SASE  and  photo 
I  if  possible.  Darlin  R.  CALDWELL, 

I  No.2-L,  220  E.  Maryland  St.,  Indpls,  IN 
146204. 


\BUII  DING  MORE  PRISONS  TO 
\CURE  "CRIME"  IS  LIKE 
[BUILDING  MORE  TOll.ETS  TO 
I  CURE  DIARRHEA... 


SEX!  SEX!!  SEX!!! 

OK,  now  that  we've  got  your  atten¬ 
tion,  we  publish  articles  by  prisoners 
and  are  especially  interested  in: 

•  prisoners  writing  about  successes 
you  're  had  organizing  together  to  get 
things  done; 

•  case  law  you  jailhouse  lawyers  know 
on  censorship,  sexual  harassment,  etc. 

•  poetry  and  graphics  (!) 

•  writings  about  your  relations  with 
people  in  prison  and  how  they're  aj 
fected  by  attitudes  toward  sex,  race 
and  class;  how  the  inside  and  outside 
are  related: 

•  notes  on  organizations  in  the  area  of 
your  prison  that  are  helpful  to 
prisoners  (publications,  legal  help, 
housing  and  job  resources,  etc.) 

H  e 're  interested  in  seeing  things 
from  people  inside  and  out.  Thanks. 


GCNs  Prisoner  Project  needs  to  hear 
about  abuses  of  the  penpal  space, 
both  by  insiders  and  outsiders. 
Please  drop  us  a  line  and  keep  us  up 
to  date  on  what's  working  and  what’s 
not.  Thanks. 


i&AA 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


“In  an  unjust  state,  the  only  place  lot  j 
a  just  person  is  in  jail.” _ 


FREE  PRISON  PARALEGAL  SERVICE 
(for  prisoners  who  can  write  to  and 
receive  mail  from  other  prisoners) 
Help  with  legal  research,  Memoranda 
of  Law,  preparing  legal  documents 
for  Habeas  Corpus  Petitions,  Civil 
Rights  Complaints,  post  conviction 
remedies,  disciplinary  and  grievance 
matters.  Write  directly  to  James  R. 
Romero,  PO  Box  1059,  28522,  Santa 
Fe,  NM  87501. 


I'm  soon  to  be  released  and  looking 
for  a  friend  who’s  understanding  and 
gentle  (relationship  type).  I’m  a 
Gemini,  and  like  dancing,  scuba  div¬ 
ing,  reading,  art,  and  I'm  game  for 
just  about  anything.  Kevin  POWERS, 
642180,  PO  Box  500,  Olustee  FL 
32072. 


I# 


ISLe-VskS  _ 

[Any  persons  trying  to  contact  Tom 
I  "Sea*  Ram”  Slevin  must  address 
betters  to  him  as:  Thomas  Slevin,  DC 
1061179,  (M-3-S-1),  PO  Box  747,  Florida 
|  State  Prison,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ 

Looking  for  friends  and  more;  7"  long, 
cut;  I  like  to  give  what  I  get.  Write 
soon:  Bernard  LEAK,  49271, 
2-B-11-NH,  818  Jefferson  Ave, 
Moundsville  WV  26041. 


I  I’m  a  Cherokee  Indian  from 
I  Carolina.  I  play  guitar,  like  country 
I  music,  folk  and  ballads,  baseball, 
I  hunting  and  fishing.  I  want  to  be  with 
I  another  gay  person  when  I  get  out. 
Lames  HENRY,  047118  (F-29),  Box 
1 221,  Raiford  FL  32083. _ 

I  Pretty  young  gay  girl  looking  for  the 

I  right  man  to  help  him/her  become  the 
I  full  woman  that  is  locked  in  this  male 
Ibody.  Must  be  financially  well  off  as 
I  there  are  charges  I  must  go  through 
I  to  reach  these  goals.  Race  no  barrier. 
I  John  (China  Doll)  PAUL,  75B  1550, 

I  Attica  NY  14011, 

II  have  blond  reddish  hair  and  a  small 

I  tight  firm  bubble  butt  with  smooth 
I  legs  and  almost  no  body  hair;  5"  long 
I  with  bright  red  cock  head.  No  head 
[games.  Richard  (Shorty)  HAYNES, 
I48966-2A4,  818  Jefferson  Ave, 

[Moundsville  WV  26041, _ 

j  I’d  like  to  correspond  with  a  very 
jopenminded  person,  any  race,  gay  or 
Jbi,  for  a  warm  and  lasting  friendship. 

I  Reply  to  Tommy  HOPKINS,  030677, 
1(69-106),  Raiford  FL  32083. 

ISlim,  young  gay  male  seeking  to  write 
lany  passive  or  submissive  or 
[whatever  the  nature  gay  male,  TVs  or 
ItSs.  Please  write  and  if  possible  send 
I  revealing  photo.  Curtis  HOLT,  6404, 
[Box  30,  Pendleton  IN  46064. 


CdL€NDN* 


April  13 
to 

April  27 

13  Saturday 

Boston  —  Photo  exhibit  by  Francesco 

Scavullo.  Robert  Klein  Gallery,  366  Boyl- 
ston  St.  Continues  till  April  27.  Info: 
262-2278. 

Boston  —  Triangle  Theater’s  production  of 
John  Preston’s  Franny,  the  Queen  of 
Provincetown.  8PM.  58  Berkeley  St.,  3rd 
floor.  $8,  seniors  and  students  $7.  Con¬ 
tinues  Thurs.,  Fri. ,  Sat.  till  May  4.  Info: 
353-0434. 

Boston  —  Tom  Wilson  Weinberg’s  Ten  Per¬ 
cent  Revue  musical  theater  with  Joey 
Branden,  Jean  Gauthier,  Elliot  Pilshaw  and 
Robin  White-Portnoy.  Arlington  Street 
Church,  8PM.  $8,  Fri.  and  Sat.;  $6,  Sun. 
Continues  through  April  28.  Info:  542-3622. 

Boston  —  Erotica  3,  the  third  annual  erotic 
arts  show;  Gallery  at  the  Piano  Factory,  791 
Tremont  St.  Opening  reception,  7PM- 
11PM.  Exhibit  continues  until  April  14. 

14  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbians  with  disabilities 

first  meeting.  2PM.  Info:  524-1142. 

Cambridge  —  Accomplished  Women, 
Wilmar  8  &  I  Am  Somebody  films;  Science 
Center  B,  Harvard  University.  3PM.  $2.  In¬ 
fo:  495-8140. 

Boston  —  Red  Hearts  monthly  potluck 
brunch  for  leftward-leaning  gay  men: 
newcomers  welcome.  Bring  healthy  food  to 
share.  11AM.  Info:  868-0006. 

Cambridge  —  Slide  show  on  Black  History  in 

Boston  with  Black  and  White  Men  Together. 
1PM.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
Info:  536-1160. 

Boston  —  Ferron  in  concert  with  Casselberry 
and  Dupree  and  Bim;  Symphony  Hall.  8PM. 
$11.50;  $10,  $8.50.  Wheelchair  accessible 
and  interpreted  in  ASL.  Info:  547-5704. 

16  tuesday 

Medford  —  Cynthia  Enloe  to  speak  on 
militarization  of  women’s  lives;  7PM.  Bar- 
num  104,  Tufts  Univ.  Info:  381-3184. 

Hyannis  —  Gayle  Marie  in  concert;  7:30PM. 
Baldwin  Hall,  320  Main  St.  $5.  Info: 
771-8298. 

17  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  Caucus  of 
the  1985  Democratic  State  Convention 
meeting.  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St. 
7:30PM.  Info:  Ray  Gottwald,  262-0327. 

Boston  —  Rainbow  Coalition  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Constituency  general  meeting.  7:30PM.  In¬ 
fo:  Helen,  522-6283  or  Patrick,  424-6989. 

Worcester  —  Word  is  Out  film  showing; 
Clark  University,  Dana  Commons.  8PM. 

Cambridge  —  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk ; 

1563  Mass.  Ave.,  Pound  Hall,  Rm.  101, 
Harvard  Law  School.  7:30PM.  $1.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  Committee  on  Gay  &  Lesbian  Legal 
Issues.  Info:  Mark  Smith,  497-9088. 

Cambridge  —  Baby  Boomers  Rap; 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Holocaust-  Memorial  Program 
for  our  lost  sisters  and  brothers;  MIT 
Chapel.  7:30PM.  All  welcome.  Info: 
782-8894. 

18  thursday 

Allston  —  A  Bold  Stroke  for  a  Wife,  per¬ 
formed  by  Double  Edge  Theatre;  Church  of 
Sts.  Luke  and  Margaret,  40  Brighton  Ave. 
8PM.  $8,  $7  students  &  senior  citizens.  In¬ 
fo:  776-9474. 


Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
you’ve  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 

would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow’s  news  today. 


Romanovsky  and  Phillips,  see  April  18 


Boston  —  Romanovsky  and  Phillips  with  Jim 
Vetter:  music,  comedy  and  magic.  8PM.  871 
Comm.  Ave.,  BU.  $3  students,  $6  general 
admission.  Info:  Boston  Intercollegiate  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Alliance,  437-7399. 

Cambridge  —  Open  discussion  for  women 
with  incest  histories;  7:30PM.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Central  Sq.  Topic 
this  week:  relationships.  Info:  492-1818. 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  Committee 

meeting;  Hill  House  on  Joy  St.  7PM.  All 
welcome.  Info:  889-4777  or  P.O.  Box  8916, 
Boston.  02114. 

Provincetown  —  “The  Joys  and  Stresses  of 

Being  a  Gay  Man  or  Lesbian  in  Province- 
town’’;  Provincetown  Town  Hall  Aud. 
7:30PM.  Free  and  open  to  the  public. 

19  friday 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont  Street,  5th 
Floor  (near  Boylston  and  Park  Street  “T” 
stops).  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us  on  the 
GCN  intercom  located  outside  the  front  door. 

Boston  —  “And  They  Never  Came  Back... 
Life  After  Our  Parents  Have  Died,”  airing  on 
WGBH  89.7FM.  8PM. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Spirituality  Network 
celebrates  spring  and  the  Goddess  Brigid; 
186  Hampshire  St.  7PM.  Info:  497-8084. 

Cambridge  —  Films  on  South  Africa:  Pass¬ 
ing  the  Message  and  A  Chip  of  Glass  Ruby; 
Angry  Arts,  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.,  Central 
Sq.  7:30PM.  $2.75.  Also  Sat.  &  Sun.  Info: 
522-1058. 

Medford  —  Self-defense  for  women  with 
Terri  Antico;  2PM.  Curtis  Lounge,  Tufts 
Univ.  Free.  Info:  381-3184. 

Northampton  —  Gayle  Marie  in  concert; 

Hotel  Northampton.  8PM.  $5-$7.  Limited 
wheelchair  accessibility.  Signjanguage  in¬ 
terpreted.  Info:  (413)  584-2637. 

20  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Batucada  Belles,  a  women’s 
samba  marching  band,  begins  rehearsing. 
10:30AM.  Bring  portable  percussion.  Info: 
Buffy,  776-6699. 

Worcester  —  Worcester  YWCA’sJOOth  An¬ 
niversary  celebration  with  Gayle  Marie. 
8PM.  Info:  Nancy,  791-3181. 

Boston  —  Greater  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Assoc.: 
panel  on  religion;  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  33 
Bowdoin  St.,  Beacon  Hill.  8PM.  All 
welcome.  Bring  food  or  drink  and  donation 
for  AIDS  food  bank. 


Salem  —  “An  Afternoon  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Culture  with  Mary  Lowry  and  Michael  Bron- 
ski;  1:30PM.  College  Union,  A&B  Lounge, 
Salem  State  College.  $2.  Info:  745-3848. 

New  Hampshire  —  Chiltern  Mtn.  Club  bike 
ride:  28  “leisurely"  miles;  meet  11:30AM, 
Front  St.,  Exeter.  Info:  689-8056  (2-1 1PM). 

21  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Rep.  Barney  Frank  leads  a 
panel  discussion  on  Lesbian  &  Gay  Immigra¬ 
tion  Issues;  Pound  Hall,  Rm.  102,  1563 
Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Law  School  Campus. 
7PM.  Free.  Info:  Mark  Smith,  497-9088. 

Boston  —  Celebrate  Sojourner’ s  Return  with 
music,  dancing  and  the  film  Choosing 
Children:  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St. 
5:30PM.  $5.  Info:  322-3233. 


Ferron,  see  April  14  and  21 


Providence,  Rl  —  Ferron  concert  to  benefit 
Sojourner  House,  Services  for  Battered 
Women;  Alumni  Hall,  Brown  Univ.  8PM. 
$8.50/$7.50.  Info:  (401)  751-1262  or 
(401)  863-2189. 

22  monday 

Medford  —  Film:  “Beirut:  On  a  Clear  Day 
You  Can  See  Peace,”  Wessell  Library,  Tufts 
Univ.  11:30AM.  Free.-  Info:  381-3184. 

23  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Younger  Women,  22  and 

under,  discussion;  D.O.B.,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  potluck  with  members  of  Boston  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus  performing;  Grace  Episcopal 
Church,  385  Essex  St.  7PM.  Free.  Info: 
745-3848. 

24  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Girls’  Night  Out  benefit  disco  for 
National  Office  Worker’s  Day;  Club  Metro. 
8:30PM.  $10.  Info:  423-3253. 

Boston  —  Rally  for  National  Office  Worker’s 
Day;  12:15PM.  Faneuil  Hall.  Info: 
423-3253. 

Boston  —  Panel  discussion  on  independent 
films  and  commercial  success;  7:30PM.  In¬ 
stitute  of  Contemporary  Art,  955  Boylston. 
Info:  266-5152. 

Cambridge  —  Films,  Fundi:  The  Story  of  Ella 
Baker  and  Jane  Kennedy:  To  Be  Free ; 
Science  Center  B,  Harvard  University.  3PM. 
$2.  Info:  495-8140. 

26  friday 

Boston  —  “Rage  and  Redemption:  Stories 
from  Black  Church  Life,”  part  of  the  So- 
journeys  with  Black  Women  series;  7PM. 
735  Comm.  Ave.,  Marsh  Chapel,  Boston 
Univ.  Donation  $3-$5.  Info:  277-1330. 

27  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Amethyst  Women’s  Annual 
Talent  Show;  7:30PM.  Old  Cambridge  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $4  more/less. 
Free  childcare.  Drug-  and  alcohol-free. 


Notes 

academy  awards 

For  the  longest  time  Hollywood  was 
thought  to  be  a  bad  influence  upon 
morals  of  the  nation.  The  high  Holly¬ 
wood  lifestyle  of  the  roaring  ’20s  was 
thought  to  be  a  bad  influnece  upon 
both  young  and  old  alike.  Later  the  in¬ 
dustry  felt  the  need  to  gird  its  loins  and 
guard  its  press  releases,  showing  you 
could  be  glamorous  without  being 
adulterous.  Studios  extolled  the  life  of 
Joan  “Mommy  Dearest”  Crawford  as 
the  perfect  mother/wife  (little  realizing 
that  in  later  years  her  sordid  child¬ 
beating  would  be  made  into  Hollywood- 
camp-hash).  And  when  Ingrid  Bergman 
dared  to  have  a  little  extra-marital  fling 
with  Italian  director  Roberto  Rosselini, 
both  she  and  her  illegit  off-spring  were 
almost  literally  driven  out  of  town  by 
.the  gossip/moral  mongers. 

I  Imagine  the  surprise  this  year  when 
lone  of  the  first  Oscars  was  awarded  to 
'two  gay  men,  Robert  Epstein  and 
Richard  Schmiechen,  for  their  award¬ 
winning  documentary  The  Times  of 
Harvey  Milk.  Everyone  has  known  that 
Ithere  were  homos  in  Hollywood,  but 
They  were  never  before  given  awards 
land  the  chance  to  publicly  thank  their 
[lovers.  Sometime  after  that  Amy  Irving 
seven  months  pregnant  —  pre¬ 
sented  an  award  along  with  her  lover 
Stephen  Speilberg.  A  far  cry  from  poor 
Ingrid  and  Robert.  Throughout  the  even¬ 
ing’s  proceedings  several  men,  all 
seemingly  straight,  appeared  with 
elaborate  earrings. 

Oscars  have  always  been  a  time  for 
dressing  up,  but  Prince  turning  out  in  a 
purple  rhinestone  mid-length  caftan 
with  a  draped  hood  was  probably  a 
first.  Not  quite  a  drag  queen  —  at  least 
not  as  much  of  one  as  Boy  George  — 
his  outre  dress  certainly  puts  Liberace 
out  of  the  limelight.  All  in  all,  both 
Hollywood  and  the  Oscars  have  a  new 
look,  and  seemingly  a  new  level  of 
tolerance. 


Epstein  and  Schmiechen 


But  what  does  this  mean  for  the  rest 
of  the  world?  Are  single  women  with 
children  going  to  have  an  easier  time, 
or  less  social  approbation,  because 
Amy  Irving  and  Farrah  Fawcett  have 
flouted  traditional  codes?  Will  there 
be  a  rash  of  gay  men  acknowledging 
their  sexuality,  and  their  lovers,  on  na¬ 
tional  TV?  Would  anyone  dare  walk 
down  the  street  wearing  Prince’s  glit¬ 
tering  schmate ?  Would  he  make  it 
home  alive? 

Hollywood  has  always  been  part  of, 
and  apart  from,  real  life.  Just  as  there 
was  a  large  gap  between  the  lives  of 
'40s  stars  and  what  their  press  releases 
read,  or  between  what  real  people’s 
lives  were  like  and  how  they  were  re¬ 
flected  on  the  screen,  so  there  are  still 
contradictions  regarding  what  is 
publicly  permissible  in  Hollywood.  The 
one  real  difference  is  that  certain  con¬ 
cerns,  especially  sex  and  gender,  are 
being  addressed  more  noticeably  than 
before.  Maybe  somewhere  out  there  in 
television  land  some  little  8-year-old 
queen  will  realize  that  all  the  media’s 
role  models  are  fraudulent.  Perhaps 
he’ll  take  heart  knowing  he  has  more 
choices  than  becoming  just  a  gay  docu- 
mentarian  or  a  rock-and-roll  drag 
queen.  The  field  is  wide  open. 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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